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T O 

GEORGE COLMAN, Efq; 

TO live beneath the golden ftar of love» 
\\Gth happier fancy, paiTions more refin'4 ; 
Each fofcning charm of tenderiiefs to prove. 
And all the finer movements of the mind.-» 

From gifts like thefe, fay what the Boafted garnt 
Of thofe who exqaificely feel or know ? 

'—The ikill from pleafnre tof extrad it*s paiiu 
And open all the avenues of woe. 

Yet (hall we, Colman, at thefe gifts repine ?-- 
Implore cold apathy to fteel the heart? 

Woold yon. that feniibility reiign ? 

And with thofe powers of genius would you part? 



Ah no! my friend ; iiter deem the verfe div?ne. 
That ^J^eaknifi Wrote in Petrarch's gentle flram ! 

When once he own'd at love's imfjjvotarftfg fhMne 
^<^ thoofand pleafores were not v^brih one pain." 
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The dreams of fancy foothe the penfire heart; 

For fancy*s urn can new delights difpenfe : 
The powers of genius purer joys impart ; 

For genius brightens all the fprings of fenfe. 

O CHARM of every mnfe-ennobled mind. 
Far, far above the groveling crowd to rife !— » 

Leave the low train of trifling cares behind, 
AiTen it'sl3irthright and affed the ikies ! 

O RIGHT divine the pride of power to fcorn ; 

On fortune's little vanity look down I 
With nobler gifts, to fairer honours born. 

Than fear, or folly fancies in a crown ! 

As far each boon that nature's hand bellows 
The worthlefs glare of fortune's train exceeds. 

As yon fiur orb, whofe beam eternal glows, 
Outihines the tranfient meteor that it feeds* 

To nature. Col man, let thy incenfe rife. 
For, much-indebted, much haft thou to pay ; 

For tafte refinM, for wit corredily wife. 
Mi keea diTcenuncnt's foul-pervadiog ray. 

To 
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To catch the manners from the varioas facff 
To paint the nice diverHties of mind^ 

The living lines of charader to trace* 
She gave thee powers, and (he the talk affignM* 

O LAST-LEFT hope of the forfakcn ftage f 
The mafe of humour's (ble furviving friend f 

Shall Col MAN reft» in this refining zge 
When wit alone, and elegance can mend ? 

StiZE, feize the pen I the facred hour departs ! 

Nor, led by kindnefs, longer lend thine ear : 
The tender tale of two ingenuous hearts 

Would rob thee of a moment and a tear. 



J. LakghOrne. 



L O N D O Ky 

Nov. 10, 1764. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



AFTER t&^ diftiDgpifiied h^iofxr and at* 
tentipn fo geoeroafly (hewn by the pu- 
bliCy to the Litters that paffid between Theodojius 
and Conji^tia after Jhe had taken the. veil, no 

s 

apobgy^ pfdbuq^^ will be thought nece/Tary 
for thefi; tbat foUow, 0% if any ihould be re- 
quired, the Edkor would gladly reft it on 

motive^ of gcatitude to that Public, by whofe 
favour he has been fo much obliged. — If the 
abovementioned volume of letters might be 
efleemed a Free-will- offerings he is rather de- 
iirous that this may be confidered as a Sacri- 
fee of Thank/giving. To fome readers^ pof- 
fibly, the letters already publiflied may appear 
more interefting, by others the prefent may be 
thought more entert^uning ; and (fuch is the 

infinite 
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iofimee farictf of tafte and {bntiment) there Is 
no* dOttbt that both thefe opinions will be re- 
vcF&d; However, with refped to the monaftic 
correfpoadence^ it muft be allowed to have 
. this fuperiorit;, that it tornSi (os the mod papt, 
on religious fubjeAs ; yet the letters that fol- 
low^. dvetHng^duefly Off moral philo^by and 

tiiftorcoMMBgr of life^maflrbeallowed tobeufis 
fill ii> lihe acst degree ; as the; hare, in general, 
fbme teodcnq^ to- proihotc the happine& of 
human nature, to the improvement of the hearty 
or the enlargement of the mind : Had they 
couftOseA oftly m a rhapfodical iotercourft of 
amorona pfofeflions> the Editor wotiki n€vtt 
faaiVQ- pitrmltted tbem to fee the light, from a 
picrfiMifiofi that' books^ <^ enter tsliatnem, vAth^ 
€«rt^ eidl^ nfteral or intdteOlaal utility; am 
Hiere-time-tt«pSj whofeend is onfy to defraud 
««- oF thofe flOro m tut u - Mrhich wIU^ nnret re*- 

A 4 As 



As thb Tolume may, poffibly, fall into 
the hattds of fome who are yet unacquainted 
with the ftory of Theodofius and Conftantia, 
it is thought neceffary to print it here as re- 
lated by the Speftator No. 164, 

•* CoNSTANTiA was a woman of extraor- 
dinary wit and beauty, but very unhappy in a 
father, who having arrived at great riches by 
his own induftry, took delight in nothing but 
his money. 

Theodosius was the younger fon of a de- 
cayed family ; of great parts and learning, im- 
l^roved by a genteel and virtuous education. 
When he was in the twentieth year of his 
age he became acquainted with Conftantia, 
who had not then pafTed her fifteenth. As he 
lived but a few miles diftant from her father^ 
houfe, he had frequent opportunities of fee- 
ing her ; and by the advantages of a good 

X pcrfon, 



perfoQ) and a pleafing converfation^ made fuch 
Atk imprtflioQ on her heart as it was impoffible 
for time to efface : He was himfelf no lefs 
fmitten with Conflantia. A long acquain- 
tance made them ftill difcover new beauties 
in each other, and by degrees raifed in theoi 
that mutual paflion which had an influence on 
their following lives. 

It unfortunately happened that, iti the 
midfl of this intercourfe of love and friend- 
fliip between Theodofius and Conftantia, there 
broke out an irreparable quarrel between their 
parents, the one valuing himfelf too much 
upon his birth, and the other upon his pof- 
feUions. The father of Conflantia was fo in- 
cenfed at the father of Theodofius, that he 
contraAed an unreafonable averfion towards 
his fon, infomuch that he forbad him his houfe, 
and charged his daughter upon her duty never 

to fee him more. In the mean time, to break 

off 
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eR all comorankatioQ between the two lovers^ 
ivho he knew enteFtaiaed fecret hopes of ibme 
^vourable opportuaity tha^ (hould briog them 
together^t he fouiul out a youDg gentlemaQ 
^ a good fortune and an agreeable peribo^ 
whosa he pitched upoa as a husband for h]s 
daughter. He fooa concerted the affair fo well 
that he told Coaflantia it was bis deiign to 
marry her to fuch a geatleman, and that her 
wadding fliould be celebrated on fuch a day. 
ConQaniia, who. was over* awed by the autho- 
rity of her father, and uoable to objeA any 
^ing to fo advantageous a match, received the 
propofal with a profound filence, which her 
father commfinded in her as the mofl: decent^ 
nvmoer: of a virgia's giving her confent to aot 
o^rerture of thait kind* The noife of this im* 
tended marriage ihon reached Theodofius, 
who after a long tumult of pai&ons which oa« 
turaliy riia in^ a lover's heart on fuch an occa^ 
fiooTy writ diet fdlbwisg^ leuer to. Conilantaa. 

Tub, 
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' <* T^& t^o^t of 9)y Conft^ntia, which for 
lame ye^9 has been my only happineis, is now 
becoo^ a gifc^cr torm^at to me thau I am ablo 
to ^^* ^sJi I then Ui(e to fee yon another's i 

(^h9^ SffSfin^L the %14^ and meadows^ wher^ 
W.e have fo often tal|:ed together, grow pain*' 

'' fid to me;/life itfelf is become a burthen. 
May yoxi loBg be happy in the world, bat for* 
get th^jt tbore was ever fnch a man in it as 

Theodosius.** 

This letter was conveyed to Conftantia that 
fsery evening, who fainted at the reading of it ; 
and the next morning (he was much more alar-* 
i&ed by two or three meflengers, that came ta 
her father's houfe one after another to enquire 
if they had heard any thing of Theodoflus^whot 
it feems, had left his chamber about midnight^ 
and could no where be founds The deep me« 
lancholjF' which had hung upon his mind fome- 

time before) made them apprehend the wor A* 

that 
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ihkt coufd befall him. Conftantia, who khcvf 
that nothing but the report of her marriagei 
could have driven him to fuch extremities, 
was not to be comforted : She now accufed 
herfelf of having fo tamely given an ear to 
the propofal of a hulband, 9nd looked upon 
the new lover as the murderer of Theodofius : 
In (hort, (he refolved to fufTer the utmoft ef- 
fects of her father^s difpleafure, rather than 
comply with a marriage which appeared to her 
fo full of guilt and horror. The father feeing 
bimlelf entirely rid of Theodofius, and likely 
to keep a confiderable portion in his family, 
was not very m(tich concerned at the ob- 
ilinate refufal of his daughter, and did not 
find It very difficult to excufe bimfelf upon 
that account to his intended fon-in-law, who 
had all long regarded this alliance rather as 
a match of convenience than of love. Con- 
fiantia had now no relief but in her devotions 
and exercifes of religion^ to which her afflic- 
tions 



dons had fo entirely fubjeAed her mind, that 
after fome years had abated the violence of 
her forrows, and fettled her thoughts in 
a kind of tranquillity^ (he refolded to pafs 
the remainder of her days in a convent. Her 
father was not difpleafed with a refolution 
which would fave money in his family, and 
readily complied with his daughter's intentions. 
Accordingly in the twenty-fifth year of her 
age, while her beauty was yet in all it's height 
and bloom, he carried her to a neighbouring 
city, in order to look out a fiAer-hood of nuns 
among whom to place his daughter. There 
was in this place a Father of a convent who 
was very much renowned for bis piety and 
exemplary life; and as it is ufual in the Ro- 
mi(h church for thofe who are under any great 
afflidlion, or trouble of mind, to apply them- 
felves to the mod eminent Confeflbrs for par- 
don and cpnfolation^ our beautiful votary took 

ttvft 



the opportuDity of coDfelDog herfelf to iliUl 
celebrated Father. 

We muft now return to Theodofius, who 
the very morning that the abovementioned 
enquiries had been made after him, arrived at z 
religious houfe in the city where now Conftan* 
tia refided ; and defiring that fecrefy and con- 
cealment of the Fathers of the convent, which 
is very ufual upon any extraordinary occaflon, 
he made himfelf one of the order, with a pri- 
vate vow never to enquire after Conftantia ; 
'whom he looked upon as given dWay to his ri- 
val| upon the day on which, according to 
common fame, their marriage was to have 
l^een folemnized. Having in his youth made 
« good progrefs in learning, that he might de- 
4licate himfelf more entirely to religion, be en- 
tered Into holy orders, and in a few years be- 
icame renowned for his fanflity in life, and 
;tiiofe i^ns feotiments which he infpired into 

4 aU 
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tU wbb cottyeriffd with him. It was this holy 
Bian to whom Conftaotia had determined to 
apply herfelf in confeilion, though neither (h< 
nor any others befides the Prior of the con* 
vent, knew any thing of his name or family* 
The gay, the amiable Theodoiins had now 
taken npon him the name of Father Francis^ 
and was fo far concealed in a long beard, a 
fhaven head, and a religious habit, that it was 
impoffible to difcover the man of the world in 
the venerable conyentuaL 

As he was one morning (hut up in his con- 
fefflofial, Conllantia kneeling by him, opened 
the ftate of her foul to him ; and after bating 
given him the hiAory of a life full of inno« 
cence, flie burfi out in tears, and entered upon 
that part of her fiory, in which he himfetf 
bad fb great a fhare. My behaviour^ fays flie^ 
has, I fear, been the death of a man who 
)^ad no Qther &ult but that of laving me too 

much. 



much. Heaven only knows how (tear he was 
to me while he lived, and how bitter the re- 
membrance of him has been to me fince bis 
death. She here paufed, and lifted up her 
eyes that dreamed with tears toward the Fa- 
ther ; who was fo moved with the fenfe of her 
forrows, that he could only command his voice, 
which was broke with fighs and fobbings, fo 
far as to bid her proceed* She followed his 
diredions, and in a flood of tears poured out; 
her heart before him. The Father could not 
forbear weeping aloud, infomuch that in the 
agonies of his grief the feat (hook under him. 
Conftantia, who thought the good man was 
thus moved by his companion towards her, 
and by the horror of her guilt, proceeded 
with the utmofl contrition to acquaint him with 
that vow of virginity in which (he was going 
to engage herfelf, as the proper atonement 
for her fins, and the only facrifice (he could 
make to the memory of Theodofius. The 

Father, 



Fattier, who, by this time, had pretty well 
compofed hitxtfelf, burft out again in tears op- 
bn hearing that sianle, to which he had beea 
fo long dlfufed, and upon receiving this in- 
fiance of an unparalleled fidelity from one 
who, he thought, had feveral years fince givert 
herfelf up to the poITefHon of another. Amidit 
the interruptions of his forrows, feeing his 
|)enitcnt overwhelmed with grief, he was only 
able to bid her from time to time, be com* 
fbrted— to tell her that her fins were forgiven 
Iier— that her guilt was not fo great as fhe 
apprehended — that fhe fliould not fuffcr her- 
felf to be afflifled above meafure. After 
ivhich he recovered himfelf enough to give 
her the abfoluilon in form ; direfting her at 
the fame time to repair to him again the next 
day, that he might encourage her in the pious 
refolution flie had taken, and give her fuitabl(i 
exhortations for her behaviour in it. Conftan- 
tia retired, and the next mbrnidg renewed her 
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applications. Theodofius haviog maaned hU 
foul with proper thoughts and reflexions, ex.; 
erted himfelf on this occafion in the befl manner ' 
he could, to animate his penitent in the courfe 
of life flie was entering upon, and wear out of 
her mind thofe groundlefs fears and apprehen- 
fions which had taken poflefGon of it ; con- 
cluding, with a promife to her, that he would 
from time to time continue his admonitions 
when flic fliould have taken upon her the holy 
veil. The rules of our refpeftive orders, 
fays he, will not permit that I fliould feeyoOy 
but you may aflure yourfelf not only of having 
a place in my prayers, but of receiving fuch 
frequent inJlru£fions as I can convey to you by 
litters. Go on chearfully in the glorious 
courfe you have undertaken, and you will 
quickly find fuch a peace and fatisfadion in 
your mind, which it is not in the power of 
the world to give. 

CoK- 



Const ANTiA's heart was fo elevated with 
the difcourfe of Father Francis, that the very 
next day (he entered upon her vow. As foon 
as the folemnities of her reception were over, 
(he retu-ed, as it is ufual, with the Abbcfs, 
into her own apartment. 

* The Abbefs had been informed the night 
before of all that had pafled between her no- 
vidate and Father Francis, from whom flie 
now delivered to her the following letter. 

* As the firft fruits of thofe joys and confo- 

* lations which you may expeft from the life 
^ you are now engaged in, I muft acquaint 
^ you that Theodofius, whofe death fits fo 

* heavy upon your thoughts, is ftill alive ; 

* and that the Father to whom you have con- 
•fefled yourfelf, was once that Theodofius 

* whom you fo much lament. The love which 

* we have had for one another, will make us 

a 2 < more 
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^ more happy ia U^ diiappoiotmepty tbatt it 
* jcould bavodoae ia its fuccefs^ ProvideaccL 
^ has difpofed of us for our advantage, though, 
< not according to our wiChes. Confider your 

* Theodofios fttU as dead, but aflvre your«^^ 

* fclf of one who will aot c^^fc to pray*fQr- 

* you in Father , 

Fkancis. 

CoNSTANTiA faw thgt the hand-writing 
agreed with the contents of the letter : And 
upon refle£ling on the voice^ the perfon, the 
befaaviouri and above all the extreme forrow 
of the Father during her confeiTion, (he dif^ 
covered Th^odofius ia every particular. Aftep 
havix^ wept with tears of joy. It is enough » 

fays (be^ TheDdplius is fiiU in being ; I /hall 
live with comfort aad die in peace. 

The lettfrs t^hich the Father fent her dfier-^ 
fufirjis arept fxt^nt jn the nunmry where Jhe re- 

/tded'. 



fiie4t\ imd€tn tfim read U the young n 
to infpire them with good nfilutions and fmtimmis 
of virtue. It fo happened that after Conllan- 
tia had lived about ten years m the dojrfter, at 
violent fever broke out in the place, which 

« 

fwept away great multitudes, and amon|; 
others Tbeodofius. Upon hisdeath^bed he 
fcpt hi$ beoedySioa in a very moving manner 
to Conflantia : who at that time was h^rfelf iJ9 
far gone in the fame fatal diftemper, that (he 
huj ddiriotis. In the interval which gene- 
rally precedes death in fickneHes of thb na»- 
tnre, the Ai^efs finding that the phyfidaitt 
hiA givdi her .over> told her that Tfaeodolias 
1V18 joft gone before her, and that be ha& 
£:at her: bis benedldlion in his lad moments. 
Cooflantia received it with pleafure : And now, 
£iy8 iflie> if I do not afk any thing impropef, 
let me be buried by Theodofius. My vow 
reaches no farther than the grave. What I 
^ IS, I hojpe, no violation oi it,-*She dkd 

foon 
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fooQ after, and was ioterred according to 
her requeft. 

Their tombs are ilill to be feen, with a 
^OFt latin iafcriptioQ on them to the follow- 
purpofe* 

Here He the bodies of Father Francis an^ 
Sifter Conflance. They were lovely in their lives ^ 
and in their deaths they were not divided. 

• SiycH is the ftory of Theodofios and Con- 
Aantia, as related by Mr. Addifon ; on which 
J fhall only obferv^e that there is an interpola- 
don in the letter written by Theodofius upon 
leaving his father"? houf«. The paflage where 
he fays, < The ftreams, the fields, the mca- 

• dQWs,wherc wehave fo often talked together, 
i grow painful to me,' is not genuine, which 
indeed might be evident fo thofe who had not 
feen the original. Such romantic trifling is 
AOt the language of a heart in pain. 

J.L. 
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O F 

THEODOSIUS and CONSTANtlA. 



LETTER I. . 

» • 

CoNSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

IS it poffible that Theodosius can approve 
the philofophy of Bernier ? What would 
become of ChriftiaDity, were we to adopt 
the following Creed? — D abjiinence des plai^ 
Jin meparoit un grand peche. A fin to abftain 
from pleafures !-— what can he mean ? Is not 
this perfe£Uy the reverfe of all moral and. re* 
ligious precepts? Are not abftinence^ and 
mortification, and . felf-denial echoed in our 
cars from the firfl dawn of reafon ? Are not 

ml. 

B we 
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we taught ta guard agaioA the prevalexice 
of pleafures ia general, and to loc^ upoa 
them at eutmiea Qndter fli^ tkiSk of friend^ 
Ihip? Confidcrihem \a a religious light, and 
th^ confefledly alienate the heart from if » 
duty. The lovers of pleafure cannot be tovers 

of (7^^— The affeilioHs cannot Ixfei on things 
alovi^ whHc thejf tend ta earthly objefla.— 
C^nfider their moral tendency, and they will 
be found to vitiate and debafe the foul* 
J^felfiOiaeft, Md ^ flegfea of the fecial i%ik^ 

^t Idfep^dble from the pUrM dF pIe^^uref* 
-/Thefe are jealous GdSi, ^<! demand froiit 
their votaries all the aSedtrdiis of* the h^f t, 
alt the attentions of the mind. ^t\i€j MdaV^ 
the better faculties, and make i&t fifilSis the 
tyrants of the underttanding. 

SuttfeLt the ittittd is roo iobble a prottftte 

for fuch rulers i aiid^ to idc> tfi« nl^nr tt 

3 Bernur 
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BtrHi^ appears to be no lefs inconfiflent 
vdth found philofophy) than with true 
religion. 

After all, what I have filid on this fub- 
Jeft is only to draw from you your opinion, 
which will always have great influence with 

CONSTANTIA. 



B a LET- 
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* 

L E T T E R n. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

EVER amiable, and ever logenlous ; 
|>iou8 ia her enquiries, and modeft 
io her conclufions ; — what a pleafure is it to 
accompany Constantia in the refearches of 
of truth and fcience ! — Clear in her con- 
ceptionsy and acute in her. eapirefEon^ through 
the medium of her language, we difcover 
more clearly^ even thofe fentiments that are 
not unknown to us.— It aflifts the under- 
flanding in the fame manner as the telefcope 
aids the eye, and, brings near the diftant 
obje£t. 

Thus it is, Madam, that while you call 

upon me to the deciilon of saoral or reli- 
gious 
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gions enquiries, and place me in the diAato- 
rial chair ; after having invefted me with the ' 
commiflion of a judge, like a fkillful advo- 
cate, you in fome meafure qualify me for 
that office, by laying befgre . me the whole 
merits of the c^ufe. 



. When I praifed the philofophy of Berijhr, 
I had not indeed forgot that lingular maxim 
of which you have taken notice ; but I was 
by no means aware that you would feize upon 
this eminence, and from thence difchargc 
your artillery both on the philofopher, and 

his encomiaft. 

Well — fair Friend ! fince Venus is armed 
for the engagement, and has already made her 
attacks, (he muft exped to meet ^^th a 
Diomede. — But Theodosius, perhaps,, 
will not be fatisfied with his conqueft; iff 

B 3 Uke 
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like her beautiful predccoflbri Con9T4MTIA 
fbould retreat, wouuded ^n/f in the band. 

Yes, my amiable moralift, I do approve 
the philoropby of Bernier\ nay I adopt his 
creed too, and cordially declare with biin» 
U abjiinenci Jes flaijin me paroit un grand 
piche. What is fin ? Is it not tp aft contrary 
to the will of the Supreme Being ? i— Beyond 
all doubt ) where that wHl is known. Is it 
not evident that the benevolent Creator of 
the unlverfe intended, and dill intends, only 
tHe happineft of his creatures ?-*Tl»s nratl 
be allowed from the cenfcot and the appear- 
ance of his works in general. — ^Aad k aoc 
pkafure happinefs ? It muft be fo, or the term 
is vaifi. If tlieo the Supreme Being iateided 
fmwipmify die faapftnc6 of bk creatwesy aod 
if^i^ivr# be happinefs; To abstain f&om 
Pleasure, is to frustratc the inten* 
TiOM o? F&oyiDj£NCB«^to z(t contrary to 

« hia 



fax^ imce at m«ft lua^ beee the prinwry ykv 
iif the dime heneficeoc^ to cooimuwQi^ 

To what other ead was tbi^ poi^^ U^ 
fDagnificeace of beauty fcattered over the 
iiii]i>le QQftiJEerfe ? Is aot this the I^uiguage of 
Hfttore, tbroygh all her Aniling works^ 
^ 47h|I4rcai be happy — brou^ ^q esuAeiicf 
^ by the commaad of that glor|k)us fieiji|; 
^! who is Loys itfilf^ your inheritance is plea- 
^ Ipii^ aad it js your only duty to /ndtlvate it 
^ Wftf •" Ac^ U^ not, lfaqFc;f0re, x:hildre|i 
^ 4i£i4>cd]^SAce^ ^o i^u6 iosite4 jmto U^ 
WW^d of ple^Rr^ flan^ i^ ii^ ^b^ par^ 
fhc^ and ndaly %» tbait m mm ti^^m^ 

« 

B 4 Satk 
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Hath God created a Paradife^ and will not 

man look around hioi to enjoy it ; but, like 
his firft parent, as defcribed by the Eoglifh 
poet, fiill penfively contemplate himfelf in the 
murmuring fountain ? Shall he for ever feek 
his image in the waters of adverfity; and 
fhall the fair fcenes of life be deformed 
through fuch a mirror ? 

Surely to abftaln from plcafure is no in- 
ferior degree of guilt ; fince that very abfti- 
nence is a reproach to the eternal and invari- 
able Benevolence. 

From whom do.we derive every appetite? 
By whofe wifdbm were \the fine organs of 
fenfation formed ? To' wfioie "bounty do we 
owe the objefts of gr^tifieation ? -And to 
whofe benevolence are' we indebted for the 
capacity of enjoyment? Proceed .-. not 'thefe 
powers and faculties from the great fource of 

-r * all 
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all things ? Was not each adapted to it*s pe» 
culiar funQion ? And is not the negleA of 
thefe capacities a fault ? Is not the mortifica- 
tion of them a crime i 



By what means came Pleasure Into 
the world ? Was it introduced by fome malig- 
nant fpirit ? Did fome Daemon contrive it for 
the deftrudion of mankind ? That could not 
be ; for'no inferior being could have power 
to pervert the faculties and capacities of hu- 
man nature. In fuch a cafe, the Supreme 
Creator muft have been an imperfedt being.— 
He muft have wanted the will to fecure the 
happinefs of his creatures, or, if he had the 
.will, he muft have been without the power to 
execute or eftablifli it. Either of thefe fup- 

I 

pofitions we muft not dare, nay, indeed, it 
would be folly to admit. Pleafure, there- 
fore, can only owe it's origin to God, and 

it's 



k'$ Hn ^MM prpyies U «a be of dlnoe qf 

And fhall we refufp acqaaintanoe with 9a 
objeA of heavenly defcent? Shall we un- 
gratefully bid the giver refame his q£x&^ or 
reproach him with a fuppofition, that he 
would affeft us with propenfides we ought 
not to indulge ? 

Tes, BernifTf you are in the right. Tht 
renunciation cf pleafure mull be a fin— ^^oot 
only aftually, but effeftually a fin. The 
mind that refufes adnlittance to fudi a gueft^ 
mxxSk acquire a g^Ioomy and unfocial habit ; be 
fit only for the regions of monafUc duikie6» 
where kzy fanftity offers a prepofterous de- 
votion to that Being, who intended that we 
Ihould rejcnce In and partake of a general and 
fodal happmefs. 

Wh£K 






. Whei^ the bias of nature is oppofcd ; yvh^tf 
ler fovereign dictates are broken, man be- 
comes incapable of rendering an^ acceptable 
fervice either to his God, to fociejy, or to 
himfelf ! To his God he is ungrateful, Jiay, 
he iflfiilts him with a devotion more becoming 
the worfliipers of M<ikcb^ while be fuppoibs 
him capable of delighting in cruelty, of af- 
fli£ling his creatures, by givmg them paflioos, 
which it fhould be a merit to mortify, and of 
tantalizing them, by requiring a rigid abfti- 
ncnce from every inviting enjoyment that na- 
ture fuggefied.-^To the interefls and afiec* 

tloos of fociety he becomes cold and indiffe- 
rent, when, what (hould principally engage 
him to them, the focial inflruments of nature 
gpoas beneath the yoke jof uadelighted aUli* 
aeaoe.— Upon the £tfne principles, he is aa 
enemy to himfelf, to that being which wat 
^von him for his enjoyment, and which z% 
Un^ he ihall render back to the giver, wiih 

«« I knew 
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«« I knew that thou wert an hard maftcr, 
** therefore, the talent that thou gaveft me 
•* I have made no ufe of: Behold, here it is 
** again.*' 

O Pleasure! Thou firft, beft gift of 
eternal beneficence ! Faircfl and moft beloved 
daughter of heaven, all hail ! and welcome to 
fojourn on earth ! A ftranger thou art to every 
malignant and unfocial paffion, formed to ex- 
pand, to exhilarate, to humanize the heart ! 

But whither has my fubjefl: tranfported 
me ? Have I loft fight of Constantia ? that 
cannot be; for pleafurc is my fubjcft. 

Yet, poflibljr, my amiable friend is, by 
this time, more than half difplcafed. Where, 
fays (he, will this end ? Has Theodosius 
cbnfpired with Bjrnier to revive the fchool 
of Eticurui ? 

Br 
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• Bt no means, Madam ! The pleafure we 
preach is not the ofF-fpriog of chance, but 
the child of God.' : . 

The Epicurean doQrine of pleafure is felf- 
ifii; this that 'we would recommend is pious. 
—From confidetations refpcfting the uncer- 
tainty of this life, and the improbability of 
another, the Atl^ian phiiofopher, if we 
may believe his biographer, Laertius^ taught 
his followers, to purfue inceflantly all that was 

called enjoyment." From reflexions, that 

are honourable to the eternal Provi- 
dence ; that conclude him to be the liberal 
giver of all that deferves the name of enjoy- 
ment, of the objeAs that gratify, and the 
faculties that enjoy — in obedience to his be- 
nevolent intentions, would we fummon the 
world to the purfuit of pleafure, and con- 
vince it that the fun doih not (hine in vain. 

1 Nor 



J 
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■ Mo ft wlH this doftrme, as my fair ftknd 
apprehends, be at all iocoafiftcDt with ih# 
pure precepts of that religion we profefs. 

. For, after all, what Is pleafure ? Is It- to 
be found at the table of riotous feftivity ; or, 
\n the venal arms of erratic love i ImpofliUe I 
(or tbefe are the haunts of madnefs, of mean-^ 
neis, difguft and folly. 

Human Pleasure is of a delicate tem- 
per. Sht difclaim^ all connexions with la- 
.decency and excefs —She declines the fociety 
of nntender D^/ire, and of Rht roaring M 
the jollity of his heart. A fcnfc of the dignity 
of human nature always accompanies her« 
and ftie cannot admit of any thing that de* 
gHides it. Tindirnefs^ geod Faithy Modify^ 
and DiUcscy are her handmaids; Tempiranci 
and Chnrfulmfs are her bofom friends.*— She is 
no ftranger to the endearments of love ; I>nt 
(he always confults her handmaids in the 

-^choice 



t ti J 

€imc6c( lh» obje£l: She acvcr rt(u&»^b«r 
prefimcff at the fodal board, where her^ifnir. 
aft aiio^yt pkctd 9& bcf rigb€*bMid» aad ok 
hif ftft« During the xlios^ &e j;tiicrallj ad- 
drefles herfelf .to Cbearfulne/s, 'till %mfinmu^ 
demands her attention. 

lift ^ t^iW^ C<)N9tAffTiA, enq^iire 
%faeth€f this amtebie Being merhs the jcfcargr 
llMt ym hafo brought agaiuft her» 

* 

W11.& file aUeoate the heart from It's 
doity i^Butf how ? has it not already apw 
peared» that flie herfelf was feat from God,r 
the beft gift of iofkite beneToIeoce i — It 19 
only in the abufe, in the perverfion of the 
gift, that the he^rt can be alienated from itV 
iaty. 

Tfti h^n 6f pleafurt may, tmdonbtcdly^ 
ht lowers of God.— To be f>leafed with the 
gift J and not to love the giver, would be tin ^ 

natural 



natural and ungrateful.;— Hence the charge 
of the iiifpircd writer. That fome were loven 
of pleafure more than lovers of God. — What 
was this more or lefs than the charge of in- 
gratitude ? « ' • » 

The affe^ions^ you fay, cannot hz fet on 
things above^ while they . tend to earthly 
objedls. Literally, they cannot ; -r-but the 
beft devotion, that fuch an impcrfeA creature: 
as man is capable of paying, is derived from 
his mortal feelings, perceptions and enjoy- 
ments. — ^When he finds himfelf happy in 
tbefe, he is naturally led to adore that Being 
who gave them ; to look up with gratitude 
to him, and fo far to Jet his affe^ions on things 
abovif as he has reafon to hope for a happier 
allotment in an improved ftate of exiftence.— « 
Thus far, even a regard to things on earth, 
may affift- his piety, and encourage his. 
hope. 

Our 
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Our ideas of heavenly objeAs are eX'^ 
tremely abflrafted from fenfe, and yet it is 
difficult through any other medtum^ to extend 
the afFeftions to them. — ^It has been obferved, 
with philofophical truth, by one of the (acred 
writers, That if a man love not his brother 
whom he hath feen^ how Jhould he love God 
whom he hath not feen? — I will borrow his 
mode of reafoning, and will add, if a maa 
love not thofe gifts of God which he hath 
feeti, how (hould be let his ajffedion on thofe 
which he hath not feen? — If he hath not 

■ 

been pleafed with thofe enjoyments which 
the divine bounty hath allotted hun^ as pecu« 
liarly adapted to this ftate of Beings what 
moral profpeA can he have of being better 
iatisfied in any future ftate ? 

But you quarrel with the moral tendency 
of fleafure^ and load it with the heavy charge 
of vitiating and debafing the mind ; adding^ 

C that 
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th;U {elfi(hoe&, aod a negled of the (bciar 

duties, are iofeparable from the purfuit of 
k.-^Has not my friend made a nifnomir her^ 
in giving the name of PUafure to Vice? 
Change the terms only, and the charge is 
juft. It is impoffible that inn^ent pleafure^ 
fliould vitiate^ or that delicate enjoyments 
fiionld debafe the mind. — It is impoffible that 
thofe focial delights which fiften the heart, 
fliould make it felfijh^ or exclude from it's 
feeliogs a regard for the happinels of othei:8. 

If we look into the ipinds and manners of 
men, we (hall find that not the very abdemi* 
ous, the mortified, or the fandimonious, 
are moft diftinguifhed for focial virtues.— 
The reafon, I think, is obvious — ^when iii- 
nocent appetites and defires are reftrained, 
the focial adieAions languifli under the £nne 
apf^fliofh — It i» licari^j poffible, that an/ 
vaxk who admits of no* eaioyiieots io hio^eif^ 
1 ihould» 
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ftwifl be indulgtot t6 tbbfe of others.^We 

bckoUiAnmiinbbleififtaiiccs of this, both in 
thdfe 1HI0 oaiqiot imd io thoTe who will not 

The cncQuragcment of pleafurc, therefore, 
cberKhes the focial virtues; and he who is 
of a happy difpofition himfelf, will be the 
firft to promote the happinefs of his neigh- 
boar. 

Yet, will not pleafures enflave the better 
fiiculties, and make the fenfes the tyrants of 
tlie foul ? No doubt— if the enjoyments of 
ttmnynd are excluded; but the foul has it's 
pediliar pleafures which may and ought to 
take their turn ; and if the intelle£iual ap- 
petites are gratified, as well as the fenfual and 
the fociat; the province of the mind will 
seither be uncultivated, nor be fubjed to the 
ufarpatioQ of invaders. 

C 2 PaHdoiy 
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Pa&bon me, Conftaoda I wEoi I write 

to yoti, I Inow not whiea to haye done ! 

even now I lay dowa the pen with reloc* 
tance— -even now, with a figh^ I foblo^be 

Theodosius. 



Ltt- 



« 
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L E T T E R III. 

CONSTAMTM to- ThSODOSIUS. 

• ■ w * » 

* . • . I . ■ ■ 

• t . . . . • 

T [ERE is nbthiog more true, than that ^ 
credulity i$ tbe foible of women. I : 
have a violent inclination to i>elieve every 
^ord you have faid ; as well your gallantry 
as your philofophy.— -Nay, I can hardly be- 
vndl the ruin of my poor arguments, though 
I'have the vanity to think, that the breaches 
you have made in them, might eafily be re- 
paifed.-*-However, yoii, certainly, had the 
bappiefl: addrefs to introduce your doArine 
by the hand of flattery. The underftanding 
of a woman, is by nothing fo eafily van- 
<piiflied, as by the artillery of praife.— «If it 
be to your purpofe to weaken it, give it the 
compliment of ftrength. If you would blind 

C 3 it; 



it, call it brighter than the day. — The praife 
of a pbilofopher is really a' mod dangeroas 
thing, and it Is not in kmitlc fcrtttude to refift 
it.-* Accompanied with the ideas of truth 
and gravity, it make it% 5ilrty to the heart 
without oppofltion ; and the fenfe and dignity 
of the rpeakcr con^ire 'widi <mt nuituffl- 
lore of U, to gUre it the fefidio]^ of fillcerit(^ 

8H<>vtP I preclude nil fUttfrc €ta)pltlBiteCi 
frook the letters of Theodofiusy ftii4 hj no 
more than what is ufix|lly faid upoa fdch 
occAikAS^ viz. That I could oot deftniB 
ih^m% botreyor time tt iliigbt bc» it wbuld 
XKM fane meirom the ehiirge of tffeft«tioQ«««- 
aa imtpotation, which of all otbi^n) woidit 
be m0A dreadful to. mo! Trauk-*heatfle4 
let me he eftcemed, and, tbbugh daftitiutii 
of every other esKcUencoi I Aail oot be the 
meaueft of my feju 

But 



Btrr 70U fee, iny friend, I havd gnrcn yira 
lerious, and I hope, fatisfaAory reafons, why 
yoM Ihould ihut up the fountains cf( adult- 
^otl; unlefs you think that they will givb 
fertility to a barren foil.— ^Aifure yourfdif, I 
Ibatn conclude dbis to be your opihioiiy if you 
|my any more compliments dther to jdy per* 
ion, or oiy underftanding. 

I FIND no inclination to controvert any of 
likc principles contained in your Uftv— They 
are all amiable at leaft, if thej^.^iiK not folid s 
and, poffibly, it may be nothing mpre than 
the prejudice of g narrow educadon, tbfit 
would with^iold any part of the credit due 
to them. 

Ah^ my friend! for, furely, you are my 
'friend, if any confidence may be repofed in 
human appearances ; pity the ignorance of a 
-haplefs girl, I had almoft faid an orphan, 

C 4 unaffiflcd,. 
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ooAflSftcdi tnd unioftru^ted !r* Belie?e tne, 
Theodofiusi to your converfation I am ia- 
^ebted for timoft all the valuable fentimeati 
I.have.— Yott firft taught me to think ^c 
large.— You told me that liberty of opimoa 
was as much a natural inheritance as peribnal 
liberty— that human nature had long groan- 
cd under the tyranny of cuftom ; and that 
the vforft fpecies of captivity, was the impri- 
fonment of the mind. 

EvBit to be remembered is that diftinguifii- 
ed leflbn, which, upon our firft acquaint- 
ance» you gave me in the Grove of Poplars. 
You politely pretended, that it was written 
by fome other perfon for the inftruAion of 
fome other lady;— but I foon difcovered io 
it the fpirit and manner of Theodofius, and 

found it fo well adapted to my own circum- 
fiances, that I could no longer doubt either for 
whom^ or by whom it was written. 

Not-* 



KoTwiTHSTAMDiNts th!s dUcoveiy, I mod 
beg you will favour, me with a dopy of it ; 
for that which joa gaVe nie has been deftroy* 
cd» I believe, by the zeal and Induftry of 
Father M Adieu! 

• ■ 

CONSTANTIA. 



LET- 
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BY (uppofeS «* *^^ ^' _„, have i«4 
^^er feme ^f«B ^^^,,„ae (hould , 
.Hat accooot. tcfafc 7° ^^ t^« 

•^ ..» com"""*'' "^ 
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vloced thtt Qie vrinitt hr-^The mifid \% 
fituated In fueb an obGcore f^cefB, end is fo 
Iktb tbo objcft of tht fe&fe»» that It b tt^ 
cB£<;iitl flifttter ta take t Tiev ef it at idl; 
mack dKire, to . behold ft ia ic^ true Iighc;> 
HtaKe* AvfR are apt tsoi bdicre. it fitfidcsOyf 
furnifhed, \vheQ defolate and ciiifti)Kj i^ 
to think it properly cultivated, though it 
^odud^ Utile more thati tlie rode growth of 
xtatore. 

• . . * * 

Bbtt£R, however, is even that growths 
dWtii fbktf attlfidal ptt^dttfi^. BtKer b the 
luwnft^ of wild fimjplioicy , than the ratik tadi 
tdiHvi^g <ir<6p» that bate been cultivated hf 

th^IttdaAfy of Folly! 

» 

Op all the offitnff «e weeds that are apt iq 
ifdng «p iti a yonng mind^ and to oppr^s it'i 
better bultBfJjfii^aihn b themoft deflniJlive^'* 
where it takes* root, the kve of Tcw^ aad 

Nature 
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Natiire pcrifli unaYdidaUy^ an3 Ardfici aoJ! 
lofincerUy ufarp th6t place. Qbalitte^ 
tbefe are fo inGoitely odious, fo perfeAIy 

oppofice to all that it amiable or deferving of 
codfidencC) that» if a lady had an averfion to 
being bebved, ihe could not find a more 
tfeAual antidote. 

- NEVERy Madam, hare I known an alTeAed 
woman pofTefled of any amiablei or any vir* 
tuous quality ! 

•' " * . * ■ / ■ " 

. The Coccairici is not unknown to joa^m 

Bebd^ in her, then, a moft inftrU^ve 

leAure on the management of the mipd ! . For: 

the Coccatrici^ with the beft natural undcrK 

fianding, not uncultivated by books, is at 

pains to render herfelf the moft odious i'^l^' 

man Inthe wofld.» Jffi^atson has the abfolute^ 

dominion both 4>f her perfdn and mind;-^' 

Her words, her motions, her aftioos; her- 

opinions. 
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^fblodty aiie all nndor the influence of Jfft^m 
mtimii all receive it's ugly and difguftfol 
Aamp.-^-Obioirely bom herfelf^ the C^/tf« 

tricPs paffion . is Qoality.— Without any very 
ifariking accomplifhments of perfoo, ihe af- 

feds the foftnefsy the negligence, the languiflx- 
ments <^ beauty. — Thefe and innumerably 
mpre abfurdities arifing from the fame prin* 
cipk of Aff$&aiUn^ render her the contempt 
of yoor fiat, and the jeft of ours.— Yet were 
ridiculous manners the only eflfedl of this 
priadpley the Cucatrm might be laughed mt 
and pided ; ; but the &me infincerijty, the 
lame deviadon from troth and nature which 
produces thefe, has other confequences that 

render her deteftable — (he is fcurrilous and 
treacherous : nor is this to be wondered at. 

A mind which affeftadon has alienated fixmi 

every xuitural prindple of iimplicity lofes at 

*the lame time, the focial virtues, and be« 

'conies Indifferent to the interefts and the re- 

^^tmdoQ of otherSff 

Of 
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. Of IK> Smpk lngoedioM is. tfas «lwiai^ 

fO^fokd.-^FoMiiiug PrUH nd|ciilQas 

VMlty, UfidloUf ioficioeritf, viruleat MoUg' 

ti^fy m^k^ A ^trt ^f the oosftpofiiSan of die 

Csccatrici. 

ffMM»ts upon precepts.'-^Iti <h^ Of catf'ifi^ Mt- 
4aait yQu beMd by wbtt odkHis ^vifiiks 
a |^U(hed uti4cr(Undldg ibajr lie ddbaiJML 

: For the improvemeflit of fbe «MlM9f 
tber^re, iowtbiag mofettttfttioMpeflhqr 
k)}Mi the f»ere^q«i^ion of kneywletf^ i «ftd 
this fomcfhirtg I take to be the ctilttradofl tf 
benerofeftce and fiuccrhy. An Inlifllte ntlttl- 

« 

ber of virtues will fpring from tbefe valaable 
roots.— The loye of humankiod will make 
yqu.a friend to eyery fellow-creature; aii4, 
together with the approbatipn of j^xyr pwp 
heart, general elleem andadmaiioqL will be 

your 



your rewatrf.— The lorc.of trulh will ftlways^ 
fare yoti from afieAation, and all ic's^dHa* 
greeaUe coofequcnccs.— Sacrifice at the 
jbrine of Nature, and rather borrow fix>m her 
yoar msHiaers and fentiments, than from the 
fantafttc humours of Fafliion. From^ her, like- 
Wife) borrow your knowlege, and not from 
the labours of the fchools. — She will give 
you no narrow or illiberal ideas of her greae 
author.— Be fuch writers, therefore, your 
ftudy, as have made her theirs ; fuch as have 
ftcwa the wiidom> the oeconomy, the pru^ 
dence, the benevolent purpofes of her works^ 
The contemplation of fuch objeds gives the 
iiaa4 a large and liberal tuna ; lays a foooda-* 
lioQ for the moft rational piety, and reconciles 
«$ to the allotf^ents of life, when we behoUl 
the fuperintendence of a wife and beneyoletc 
power, over every department of the 

Next 
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: Next to natural philofopby, the hiftory of 
hamaokind will merit your attention.*— Va- 
rious are the advantages to be derived from 

this conrfe of reading.— -A celebrated writer 
of antiquity has obferved, that, he who if 
ignorant of what happened before his own 
times, is fiill a child. — Before I had made a 
a competent acquaintance with hiftory, I 
never could read this paflage without pain 
and (hame. — I imagined that the eyes of the 
great Orator were upon me, and that I ap- 
peared childifli before him. I am now ex* 
tremely well convinced, that what he obferv- 
ed, was comparatively juft. 

Igkorance Is the charaAeriftic of duld- 
hood, and the mind that is uninformed, at 
whatever period of life, is ftill in a puerile 

ftate. 

From the knowledge of paft events and 
their caufes ; from attending to the oeconomy 

of 
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dF providence la the external and Internal 

government of the world ; by tracing the 
progrefs of fcience, and the gradual im- 
provement of the mind, we learn to form juft 
conceptions of human anions and opinions^ 
to make the befl ufe of reafon In forefeeing 
the confequehces of principles yet unprac- 
tifed ; to enlarge and liberalize our religious 
fentimentSy while we contemplate the Supreme 
Being in the capacity of an univerfal parent ; 
and to fee what moral perfedion the humao 

mind is capable of, when man in his favage* 
and in his civilized, ilate, is diilinfUy prefent- 
ed to our view. 

These, Madam* are enquiries worthy of a 
rational .creature— ^worthy of that acute and. 
penetrating genius which the liberal hand d£s 
Nature has given you ! . 

Make an adequate ufe of her generous 
^nd valuable gifts. — Defpife the fneer of 

. f ^ fuper- 
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fapcrliclal foppery, that is ever jealous df 
fuperior fenfe, and dreads the knowledge of 
a woman, on account of it's own Ignorance.— 
If you are not without h(^es of being united 
to aman of an acconapliflied mindi qualify your- 
felf for bis compaay.-— Let him not be obliged 
to coafider bis wife merely as a domeftic, 
vfeful in her appdntment; make him eftcem 
her as a rational companion, wbofe coaverik* 
tioA may enliven the hours of foKtude, and 
who, with a mind not vacant, or unfurniAed^ 
fiiay, Uk^ tjie boufeholder in the gofpd, iri^ 
fartb out of bit treafureibings new and oU^ 

To what a defpicable flate would your fex 
be degraded) by thofe monopolkers of dig- 
nity and knowledge, who would debar you 
from both ! — What ! were reafon, and reflec- 
tion, and memory, and every other faculty 
diatis adapted to literary improveniicnts, given 
to you as they are given to us^ by a different 

author^ 
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"ttti^dr, dr for difierent porpoTcs ?-^Meaii 
'fdlacy ia our fex> that would eftftblifli the 
worft fpecies of tyranny Over you, the tyranoy 
of the mind ! Groundlefs and illiberal fear in 
Huiit ^ftt Jie (hookl U>fc bis dignity in the 
'jOfOS. of a woman, who was not inferior to 
liim inlenie ! Is it tbe property of cultivated 
minds toxoid cheap the ^ccompUfhments of 
Othei^ i Is^t not from fudi minds onIy» that 
they can loieet die rt^St dte to their merit ? 
— rHe whp'is afrtid of IHarryiog a ^omao, that 
!it not abfelittoly ^ofapt, gives a fair proof, 
nit leaRf that fncb is not htsNoWn cafe. 

ITherb m frMoosSi ta which oor fex 
^may projperly acqititreand maintmn a fuperi- 
^rity of kno^e3ge, and in which it Nxrould 
"not be worth yoqr while to excell.— -There 
^re, likewlie, certain de|)artments in which 
you (hould claim, unrivalled, the compfimeot 
*of excellence 3 but the cultivation of the mind, 

D 2 (boutd 
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ihould be equally the care of both, fiace na« 
tare has given to both, minds equally capable 
of cultivation. 

It was natural for me to digreis, when I 
was pleading in favour of the privileges of 

your amiable fex ! 

To an acquaintance with natural and civU 
hiftory, you will do well, to join the lighter 
and . more amufive entertainments of the 
Billes Littns. — The ftudy of the former will 
enrich, that of the latter will embelli(h the 
mind. — From works of tafle and harmony, 
we derive a kind of mechanical virtue, and 
learn to admire what is truely beautiful and 
harmonious in moral life. — The genius of 
poetry has a foftening and humanizing in- 
fluence on the mind ; and it*s pathetic powers 
increafe that charming feofibility, that en- 
thuilaAic teadernefs and delicacy of afTedion, 

which 
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M^hiqh renders your lovely fex fo juftly the 
delight and admiration of ours. 

I MEAN not, however, that by this kind of 
reading you (hould foften your mind, fo much 
as form your tafte, by admiring and attending 
to what is perfeflly beautiful, in one of the 
fineft arts of imitation. 

This art is fo naturally adapted to culti- 
vate that harmony, which the Academics of 

old efteemed the eflence of moral virtue, that 
I was always at a lofs to know why Plato 
would have poets banifhed his commonwealth, 
^'till convinced, it was becaufe they hurt the 
intereds of religion, and injured the dignity 
pf the Gods, by the fportive fallies of the 
Mufe. 

AvTEK all, Madam, whatever proficiency 
you may have it in your power to make in 

D 3 literary 



Eterary accomplKhments, forget not^tRftrtfle 
qualities of the heart are iofiDitely preferable 
to thofe of the head. Should you be unable, 
for want of afUftaDce, or opportunity; to^ 
ft)roi(h your mmd with- the treafures of an« 
tiquity; to acquaint yotnfelf \ricb the phllo- 
fophy of nature ; or to embelifh your tafte 
Jby the more polifhed labours of Genius;; 
icmember that you (KlI have it in your power 
to make yourfelf amiable by a fweetnefr- of 
difpofition, by anopesne&of heartland ia^ 
pUdry of manners.*' 



Thu3 far, Gonftantia, the grave aoademU 
aian — you will now, I hope, not be unwilling', 
to take up the lighter carriage of the Pn'end^ 
——Ah I name, replete with.* tendemefs !-— 
€om|»chenfive of every kind, every faithful 
fentimentK- ** Surely you are my friend,'* 
dli you. %— Yes, Gonftantia^ believe it, evep- 
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Aorr beUeve it.— If every ardent with far 
your happinefiy every adlive impulfe to ferve 
and oblige you ; if the htgheil efleem, and the 
tendereft regard^ may be allowed to conftimte 
Ihe mofk dTentiai part of friendOiipy /ursfy^ 
Tbjsodo81u» is die frknd of Const am tia« 

Y£T, too gefierons in your acknowM^ 
Bients ; too- liberal even in your ideas of gra*- 
titude; — why will you attribute to me any 
part of your accomplifhments ? Alas! what^ 
am 1 1 The little virtuer ! bave^ if any J bave»« 
I borrow from Constantia, and by con-- 
ttnually contemplating her perfections) I ac*^ 
quire, as it wei^i a?- habit of instating tbemn 

Can f make a better ufe of theft uncUcaf*- 
ful hours, that I am doomed to paft at a di«- 
fiance from- the friend of my heart ?—Dtf«J csi 
utraitt4 fiiitaim, I find oo other eonfela^ 
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tion than what writing to, or thinking of her 
ajSbrds mc. 

Why thofe needlefs prohibitions of praife ? 
Why (hould Constantia forbid her friend 
to compliment either her perfon» or her un« 
derftanding? — the former has no need of» 
Jind the latter is above all complimeat 1 

What luxury in the Indulgence of this 

fl 

growing tendcrnefs ! ah precious luxury ! — 
perhaps, forbidden! 

Adieu! Adieu I 



Theodosius; 
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LETTER V. 

CONSTANTIA tO TREOOOSIUS. 

t 

EVER generous, and obliging; but, 
poffibly, too tender! Yet (hall I 

blame my friend for bis tendernefs ? — Surely, 
no— but why •• forbidden" ? — what does 
that mean ? — ftiall the intercourfe of friend- 
(hip be forbidden ?— I cannot think of that — 
I cannot, muft not lofe the friendihip of 
Theodosius. 

You have my moft grateful thanks for the 
Academician's letter, which I will endeavour to 

fecure from the inquifition of Father M 

The good man has a ftrange averfion to every 
thing that tends to open the underftanding. — 
Yet why would he keep one in the dark ? 
Can it be of any advantage to him ? In my 

opinion. 
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cplniooy the Academician, or, with your 
leave, Theodosiu^, has tocoatefilbly proved 
ibe female right to learniog. 

This, bcyonrf all doubt, provoked the 
worthy father's ;Keal, whom I have beacd &f^ 
That all knowledge was inveftfd io the 
eborch. — Would to heaven, that the church 
would be liberal for once, and difpenfe a little 
of that knowledge to an ignorant girl, wbo^ 
would be no. lefs thankful for that than (oi^ 
it's prayer^s. 



Will you, my friend, forgive me, when P 
tell you, that I have frequently wUhed you^ 
had been in holy orderS) and appointed n^ 
eonfeflfor inAeadof Father M—? I flatter 
myfelf you would have indulged me with' 
works of learning and imagination, an(f* 
would not have confined my poor library t» 
€bai/ons and N^in B$us alone* 
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PkAT tell me, my PhHofophcr, yon that? 
know the human mind', dooot you thrak that: 
the profefTors of reli^on hurt it's- mterefis^. 
by parfuiflg.them^ too clofely? Sappofe they 
ihould now andtben afibrdus a little refpitel 
— Soppofe they Qiould diverflfy our reading 
and our fludies; fliould we not return to 

the atteutions o£ rd^ion with greater 
alacrity ? 

AxL thefe churchmen^ however, are not 
equally contracted in their oginions.— -I have, 
lately (lolen the reading; of a very delightful 
book, which, I ha?e been informed, was- 
written for the entertainment and infiriiClioo^ 

of the lihike of Burgundy, by the prefene 
Archbilhop of Cambray, bi& preceptor.— 
1" have, moreover, been tcld that the publii- 
cation of this book was efFefled Ey the 
tceachery of a domeflic„ and that it brought 
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fre(h ioconvealences on the prelate already in 

difgrace 1 

In what a miferable condition is human 
reafon, when liberal fentiments will bring a 
man into difgrace ! Adieu I 

C0NSTANrXA« 



LET- 
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LETTER VI. 



ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 



■ I 



f ' 



1 Rejoice that you are become acqaalnted 
vdth the new publication of M. Femlon^ 
:he moft amiable philofopher tliat ever Europe 
produced ! His affluence of imagination ; his 
{lowing and impafTioned fentiments ; the at- 
tic fwcetncfs and delicacy of his ftyle — but, 
ibove all, that delightful enthufiafm, which, 
Birorlhiping at the (hrine of flmple and beauti- 
Fbl nature, makes every reader a convert to 
bcr principles ; — all thefe qualities give to 
Einelon the palm of philofophy among the 

moderns. 

I mourn, with my generous CoNStANTiA, 
I mourn hb difgrace ; for it is the difgrace of 
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*my country. It is not for Fenekn We need 
'fcpinc— Reconciled to -every event by thfc 
-mddducijfimifrt of philofophy, is be not more 
liappy in the confines of Cam bray, than 
%e coold be» if, carelled aniongft the num- 
%>er of ftvoufites, he yet breathed the ufl« 
^holdbme Air df a cotut ? Zeabus in the dif- 
^charge of his paEftond dofies, a friend t0 
IminaiikiBS from |>rincfple, bufy in the ez>- 
^rcife of beneficence to all orders, and aH 
focicties df men-^Wlia is ^o 4^ppy9 or b 
;graitt uSenelon ? 

JJikc fome f^t ftar that (hoots It's evening ray 
Brighter along the dim wood^ opening way. 
So fRtmhov, by favouring courts admir'd^, 
iMore feebly (hone than F£N£I.on retired* . 

Think not. Constant i a, that I am par- 
tial to this illuftrious mas> becaufe I have thi 
$ iionoQi^ 
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lonour and the happinefs of his fnendihip. 

•«*— The following fubftaoce of a converfatioQy 
that once pafled between us, will convince 
jcifst, that I have gi«en you ik> flattering pic* 
tare of hioa. 

Mn De F£K£loi7. 

Mt regard for yoa^ Theod(x6us, makes me 
^i(h your happiaeis ; and if my longer ac^ 
quaintance with life may in title me to give 
yon aay advice oa t^at fubjeft^ I will apt be 
iparing of it. 

Theodosivs* 

Sir, you will do me ^ greateft ravotin 
I have hitherto been a flranger to mifery^ 
'and if you would fnffarud me how to prcfervc 
the faappinefs I eD}oy,Tnethinks you need only 
tell me, how I may ^eferve the continuance 
^ your friefidibif » 
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Mr. De Fenelok. 

On that you may at all times rely. Bat oar 
friend (hips, like every thing elfe that we en- 
joy; are fubje£l to the inflaences of chance 
and time. I will give you the beft proof I 
can of mine, therefore! while I have it in my 
power.—- 

The life of man has many cares belonging 
to it ; but the £fft and greated care ought to 
be that of the immortal Soul. — We cannot 
be too attentive to the interefts of a Being 
that (hall endure for ever, and to placfe any 
other in the fcale againft thefe, would be 
abfolute folly. 

Theodosius. 
My Lord ! 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

--But you cannot want conviflions of thi^ 

kind. 
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UqcI, — ^Yet there is another care of the foul 
which may not hav§ occurred to you. 

TliEODOSIttS. 

I 6BO CO be infbrtned of it. 

Mr. De Fekelok. 

Hate not you obferved the pr<^reffi\re 
improfemeat of the mental faculties, from 
the firft dawa of reafon, to the decline of 
life^ 

Theodosius. 

That improvement muft be obvious to 
every eye; — but fomc of thofe faculties feem 
to decline with life itfelf — the imagination 
frequently languifhes under the weight of 
years — the powers of reafon and reflexion 
are, many times, almoft wholly loft *, and the 
memory is entirely effiiced.— -So far the per- 

E fcftion 
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fefllon of the foul feems to depend oa the 
pcrfeft ftate of the body. 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

As the body Is merely the habitation of the 
foul, it*s tenant can no longer occupy tboie 
apartments that are ruinous, or decayed by 
time or accidents. — Hence fome of the mental 
faculties feem to be annihilated, whea they 
are only fufpcnded ; thus oftentimes we may 
vainly foUicit the memory for an objeA to 
day, with which it will voluntarily prefent 
us to-morrow. An intelligent nature cannot 
fufFcr from material influences, and, there- 
fore, may exift independently of them.— Nay, 
it may exift in the perfeAion of it's powers, 
though thofc powers, for want of their pro* 
per vehicles, are not called forth. 

Theodqsius. 

1 CONCEIVE the poffibility of this, and 

am 
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am BOW Impatient to be informed, what new 

care it is, which has the foul for it*s objeft. 

Mr. De Fenelok. 

As the fi&cultles'of the foul are continually 
improveable, and cannot be deflroyed by 
what happens to the body, it is probable that 
in whatever ftate of comparative perfeftion 
they are, upon quitting this mode of being, 
in the fame they will pafs into another, which 
though higher, (hall be ftill improveable like 
the former. 

Theodosius. 
What would you infer from hence ? 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

That, next to the exercife of virtue, the 
improvement of the mind ought to be our 
principal care : For as the former will entitle 

E 2 us 



\ 
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ns to anTmfJTOVcd ftate of bexogy fo the fattclr 
will qnafify us for the enjoyment dF it. Prdm 
the benevolence of the Supreme Being, as 
well a3 upon the principles of reafon and 
philofophy, we have a right to hope that the 
foul, when it quiu the body, will not re- 
vert to that ftate of ignorance in which it 
appears to be, when it firA infornis it. 

Theodosius* 

This is a very pleafing conclufion, and 
fuggefts to me a variety oi^ agreeable re* 
£e£lions. 

Mr. De Fenelok. 

I HA VE received great fatisfa£Hon from the 
contemplation of it. It is pregnant with 
many drcumftanccs of comfort.— When we 
have been toiling for the acquifition of know- 
ledge, we may have the pleafare to conclude, 
that we have not been lahQuringfir thi bread 

that 
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iiat pirijheth j but for that which endureth un^ 

to eternal /j//.— It muft be the greateft con- 
fohAtm to rcffpfti that the mental hnprove- 
ifeieat9 w6 ttake^ IhaH feft beyond the grave; 
Md that the. CFeaAi^' of knowledge we lay 
up hete', we (hall eiijojr hereafter. < — ^ 

Ir we hftf e contribotcd' by onr own wri- 
tiog^ to. the ach^actmedt of fcieilce and thi^ 
cultkratioa of th<l HMod— what a glbriou9 
jccflbflioa docs it affiirdj thatthefe effea? will 
fakft for eves*-** that the foalfe witich have re* 
ediaed new; lights^ new information' from our 
difcoveriesM ffltall retaib them io^ every fuc- 
Cttffive period of being; and that' thus we 
(hall have contributed to the perfection of 
glorified natures and everlafiing intelligences. 
— Thereisfomethitagravi(fanngin the thought 
•*-Iram tranfported— *I fod a godlike pteafure 
ift tHeiiodidgence'of it. 

E 3 T«Eo- 
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Theodosius. 

You, my good Lord, who have contributed 
fo greatly to the cultivation of the humaa. 
mind, have a right to all the pleafures that 
fuch reflcflions can afford ;-r-and great, in- 
deed, and adequate to the dignity of humaa 
nature, are the objects of complacency that 
attend them. But, for my own part, I have 
always thought, that every improvement the 
mind could make in this fiate of beiag, 
would be fuperfluous in another, that it's 
faculties would be infinitely enlarged, :and 
that at the command of Omnipotence, it 
would make a quick traniition to the angelic 
nature. 

Mr. De Fenelok. 
For fuch fuppofitions, however common 
they may be, I apprehend we have little more 
or better authority than what felf-flattery will 

afford 
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afford us : It appears, and has ever appeared 
to me, more probable that the foul fliould 
arife to a ftate of fuch perfcfliion as we con- 
ceive of the angelic natures, by more regular 
gradations, than are ufually afCgned to it. 



H£R£ our converfation was interrupted by 
a letter from Madame Guyon j which while 
tTie good prelate was perufing with vifible 
eagernefs, I retired into the garden, and was 
Jed into the following melancholy refleflions. 

** How affefling is it to obferve, that the 
moft enlightened minds make the ncareft ap- 
proaches to certain degrees of madnefs, or of 
weaknefs ! Genius fcems to be the child of 
enthufiafm ; and yet enthufiafm is frequently 
the difgrace, the ruin of genius. The Arch- 
bishop of Cambray, the literary ornanient of 
Europe^ diftinguifhed for the moft pure, the 

£ 4 moft 



moft refined phUpfophy, is carried a\(^y ^j 
tbe di^eams of fapaticifpt^ aad attends to the 
ravings of an infane devoted ; for fach is this 
Madame Guyon; and to this pitiable ei:rQ,i:.oJf 
our amiable prelate, foQi.e h^v^ impuiC^ bii^ 
difgrace." 

.^FTBR walking feme time alone, I W4S 
again jpincd by the Archbiibop, who, ^ii^th 
that calm benignity of countenance peculiar 
to him, refumed the converfatioa. What 
followe4 would flretch this letter too fkr-— 
ExpeA an account of it in my next. 

Adieu ! 

TlfSP9Q3^Ua!* 



LET. 
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LETTER VII. 

ThKODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

YOU will excule bqc, Th^odofius ; a letter 
froQi Madame Guyon always commanda 
mjT attention. That feraphic woman feems to 
have obtained a kind of beatification ; and I 
look upon an addrefs from her as it were a 
voice from heaven. — But I will not follicit 
yguF attention to a fubje^l which has given 
QCCAfioa to (b many unhappy difputes. — I will 
pnrfue mj- purpofe of giving you the beft in- 
flra(^on3i I am able to give you, with regard 
to youir coixduA and your happinefs. 

Bejpo&e we can tread the ftage of life with 
that gr4cefttlnefs and propriety, which ren* 

der 
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6er every cbarafler eafy and agreeable^ it is 

abfolutely nccenary, that we (hould acquire a 
confidcrable knowledge both of mankind, 
and of ourfclvcs. — This knowledge is not 
haflily, or cafily to be obtained. — We muft 
hr.vc mixed with fociety, and have attended 
to the different forms, that the paflions and 
purfuits of men afTume in different charaAers, 
before we can form any judgment of them 
that fliiill be generally adequate. I have 
known fame men of fo keen a penetration, 
t!ut i!icy have been able to judge of charac- 
ters ahnoft intuitively ; — but hafty dedfions, 
thon^h they may often be right, may likc- 
wjfc many times be wrong ; and they never 
ought to have the lead weight with us in any 
thinrj, that may concern the reputation or 
the iritercft of the perfon we fo judge of. — 
What I would obfcrve, is, that there arc 
Bicthods of acquiring a rcadinefs of jadgtog ; 

and 
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and that fuch an acquifitioa muft be of great 
ufe to us ia the commerce of life, — The only 
means I know of are thofe I mentioned to 
you— to attend to and learn the different 
forms that the pafHons aflume in different 
charafters. 

Theodosius. 

And yet, my Lord, may not an artificial 
deportment frequently render fuch an en- 
quiry vain ? 

Mr, De Fenelon. 

It may fometimes perplex it» but will fel- 
dom render it vain ;— even artifice itfelf takes 
a (;Qlour from the paflionsy and they may be 
read and diflinguiftied in it's operations* 

Theodosiuj. 

Thus yon would inftruA me to know men 

in 



10 general; — but may there oot be a more 
particular procefs of enqoirT, where a more 
particular knowledge of iofifidnals ts necef- 
fiiry ? I (hould be glad to be informed how I 
might obtaiQ a thorough knowledge of the 
man I could wi(h to make my friend. 

Mr. De Fekelon. 

For this different methodls hare been re- 
cocnmeuded, and dlHerent experiments have 
been tried. Some have had recourfe to the 
chvmical procefs of the bottle, and others to 
a fidtitiouo diflrefs ; but both to no valuable 
effcQ. The iirfl did not confider that a roan 
deprived of rcafon is no longer a man ; and 
the laft had not reflefted that, on certain 
occaficnSy a man might want the power^ 
though he wanted not the will to relieve the 
diltreffes of his friend.—— 

If you would obtain a perfe£): knowledge 
pi any man^ it nmH be from bis domeilic 

charadler. 
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chartAer. Such a fether, maflcr, brother, 
fon; or hafband, a& ht fluill be found, 
fuch a friend wiH he be. — It is, moreover, in 
the minuter circumftances of his conduft, 
that we are to enquire for a man*s real cha-. 
ra^er. — In thcfe he is under the iufkience 
of his natural di^ofition, atid a£ts frdm him* 
felf — while in his more open and important 
a£tioBS, he may be drawff by public opinion, 
aiid many other external motives, from that 
t>ias whieh nature would have taken.- 

Were I once more to make choice of a 
friend, the firft qudkies I would look for in 
bim, fliould be Sinceri.y, and Senfibility : For 
thcfe are the foundation of almofl all other 
virtues. 

Theodosius. 
Stop not here, my Lord, I intreat you ; 
but tell me how that felf- knowledge is to be 

acquired ; 
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acquired ; the acquifitlon of which you have 
allowed to be fo eflential to our happiacfs. 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

There is no fludy fo ncceflTary as this ; 
aod yet, unfortunately, there is none fo diffi« 
cult. Self-knowledge, like that Hefperian 
fruit, which was defended by the vigilance of 
fleepleis dragons, if furrounded by fo many 
powerful guards, that it is almoft inaccef- 
fible. — Indulge me a moment, Theodofius, 
in my favourite province of alegory. — The 
moft affiduous of thcfe guards is Vanity, 
and, at the fame time, the moft artful — If 
you are determined to have accefs, (he has 
addrefs enough to impofe upon you, and, 
inftead of Self-knowledge^ to prefent you with 
a different objcfl, fair, indeed, and beautiful 
to look upon, but very unlike the figure you 
ought to have fcen. — Pride ftands, a dan- 
9 gerous 
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gerous centmel, at the gate of Si!f-knGwIedge% 
^vhen you demand admittance, he feats you 

on a throne, and bids you look down on the 
crowds that furround you ; you look with 
complacency, and return with ignorance. — 
Should the arts both of Pride and VANiTt 
be inefFeAual, there is yet another redoubt 
to be attacked, which is defended by Self- 
deception. This is the fubtleft of all the 
guards that furround the tree of Self-know- 
ledge — in her hand is a waving mirrour that 
turns every way, which fo dazzles and con- ^ 
fufes the fight, that you cannot pofTibly dl- 
flinguifli the real objeft you aim at, from 
the images reflefted in her mirrour; —at 
length, with one of thofe images you return, 
fatisfied and deceived. 

Theodosius. 

These, indeed, make a formidable guarJ* 
—How (hall they be overcome ? 

Mr. 
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Mr. De Fbnelon. 

Only by the affiftance of Truth. As 
the machinations of inferior enchanters vani(h 
upon the appearance of aa abler magician ; 
or^ rather, as the diableries of infernal (pirits 
are deftroyed by the influence of a celeftial % 
fo Pride, Vanity, and SELF-DfiCBPTioN^ 
fly from the approach of Troth. 

Theodosius. 

Yet is it not, my Lord, a matter X)f dif- 
ficulty, to engage this valuable auxiliary I 

Mr. De Fenelon. 
—Or, rather, to perfuade ourfelVes to cntt- 
.ploy him — for there the difficulty lies : — Be- 
fore he can be brought over to our party, he 
requires fo many mortifying conceilions, that 
we rejeft his fervices, becaufe we are unwill- 
ing to purchafe them at fo dear a rate. 

1 Thio- 
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Theodosius. 

I 

Ybt furely, my Lord- 
Mr. De Fenelon. 

Thet are but imaginary poITeffions that 
he requires us to part with.— It is very true i 
and, for that reafon, oue would think the 
terms not hard. — ^The dominions of Vanity, 
like the gardens of Armida^ are purely ideal,, 
and m<iy be given up without lofi. 

Theodosius. 

And yet, pofllblyy we are indebted to this 
fame Vanity, for half the happinefs we en* 
joy.i— Does not the wholes art of happinefs 
confifty principally, in being well deceived I 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

You have drawn me upon a rock that I 
wifhed to- avoid,-— For the fake of Truth 

F and 
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and ViRTiTE, I am willing to perfaatJe myfclf 
diat it is not fo$-- «certaialy> we are not ide- 
ceired when we derive our happinefs from; 
the cultivation of tbefe.-— At tKe iame time, 
I will own thaty {iich }s the weakne& of 
luuaaa nature, there are a thon&iad dsuawrt 
pecefliirf to give a celifh to life^ ia the com^ 
pofitipn of which, dipcrit ba$ a prindpal 
>aod. — BiH what tl^ EogUQi poet calls 
«< The fober Certainty of waking Blils,'* that 
muft undoubtedly flow from the exercife, or 

the refledllon of what ia real and fubftantidi.. 

. . • ■ • « 

THfioDOiiys. 

It fliould feem, then, that there are twb^ 
fources of happinef&; — one from which the 
imagination derives fancied entertainment 
and unreal pleafure ; another that, arifing in 
confdous virtue, yields to ireafoa and re* 
flaftion a more genuine delight. 

4 Ml 
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Mr. De Fenelon. 

£viDENTLY — and we may drink at both 
thefe fources : But we fhould make it our 
care, tliat the fountains of imaginary pleafure 
eontaia adthiag, that may tend to iaebriatc or 
fS£osiar the xniid. 

* • 

TH£0PQSItf9t 

» • 

Cak they ever be attended wtth fiicfa 
tonfequences f 

Mr. Pe FENELoif* 

Too freqiieft^ they are.«^Thc inMliuu- 
tion may be indulged^ 'till it fhall acquire ai;^ 
habitual empire over the underftanding.— -A 
man whofe genius and temper are naturally 
warin and fanciful, may give himfelf up fo en» 
tirely to the fweet influences of estbufiafm^ 
that the powers of cod reafon and difcern- 
* ^ F Sfc meat 
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ment (hall be greatly iavalidated, if not 
wholly fufpended. — 

«««• •#« • 

.. Imagine^ my Conftantia, how this 
fpeech affefted me.— At that moment die 
afTaur of Madame Guyon occorr^d to me, 
and I wept to think, that my amiable in- 
lixndor, in his own perfon, bore telUmony 
to the truth of his obfervation. 

The remaining part of our converfatioo, 
with my anfwer to fome paf&ges in your laft 
letter, ihall follow this without delay« 



AoiEU ! 



l^HEonosius* 



LET- 



I 
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LETTER Vm. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

G>nceale(l my tears as well as poiHble, 
wh ile the good prelate thus proceeded. 



Mr. Dc Fenelon. 

Evert principle acquires force and mfla* 
ence from habit ', and if it bC) as it certainly 

muft be, for our happinefs, to live under the 
dominion of Rea/on, we fhould take care to. 
exerdfe and confult it upon every occafion. — 
Thus it will acquire flrength and efficacy, 
and our obedience to it's diflates, wili be- 
come eafy from habit. 

THEO0OSIUS. 

Th£ di£bites of Riafon are undoubtedly 
the laws of Ufe.— But, in general^ my Lord, 

F 3 how 
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how impotent and ineffedual ! — What avails 
her legiflatiooy when the Will^ the executive 
power^ feems not to be in her intereft i 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

THfi ff^ll f&uft be gained over bjf aft, aoit 
ma&agemedt. Where Reafon has not efta- 
blifhpd her empire» flie muft do it by degrees ; 
r— exert her authority in little and indifferent 
things — make mock-fighu with the enemy^ 
and have recourfe to every other gradual and 
perfu&fiV6 method, which are made ufe ct 
to reeonciljc us to talks of difficulty. 

Theodosius. 

This method, indeed, my Lord* is th^ 
moft promifing ; but it feems that we ^ther 
want ikill, or incBnatlon to apply it,— Wc 
always confidi^r Reafon^ as impofing her &c^ 
tttc? with a la^ftpriil fpirit.— She fcjccis to 
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approach us with an air of rigid honefiy, rude 
and unpolifhed^ as the dilators from the 
plough. — * 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

And did the fame fii[Dpricity of mannetl^ 
which diftinguiihed the age of Cincirmatus^ 
prevail at this day, £he' would be as fuccefsful 
too. — ^Alas ! Theodofius, td the lofs of that 
iimplicity ; to our deviation from nature^ we 
owe the greateft part of thofe evils whereof 
we complain. I think the precept moft eireii<^ 
dal to the happinefs of human life, is, 
« Live agreeably to nature/' 

THEODOSIUf. 

This precept, my Lord, appears to want 
a comment. — ^May I have the happinefs to 
hear the Archbi&op of Cambraj preach from 
fucb a text i 

F4 Mc. 
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Mr. DcFekelok. 

Nature herfelf will here be the bed 
commentator. She^ as well as Reason, fecms 
to have hdr confcience ia the human mind, 
which fails not to reproach us with every 
breach of duty. 

Alas ! my friend, how often do we vio- 
lence to Nature, and caft her dilates be« 
hind ! What artificial miferies do we lay up 
for ourfelves, from the indulgence of imagi- 
nary wants ! — we are not content to fearch for 
happinefs within the fphere of Nature — it 
appears to be barren and infipid; — we fly 
for it into the more fpicious and fplendid 
circle of Art; we are amufed and dlilipated 
in the fearch ; but we never find the object 
we are in queft of. — At length, weary and 
difappointedy we look back to the long-for- 
laken walks of Nature; forry that ever we 

defence! 
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deferted them, and ready enough to compli*: 
ment them with thofe pleafure*yieldiog* 
qualities which we ihould now be glad to. 
find* — But this laft hope proves frequently, 
vain: — By being long accuftomed to an arti-> 
ficial life, we have loft all tafte for fimplidty, 
and what might eafily have engaged our af- 
feflions when young, we behold with av^r* 
lion in the decline of life. 

Theodosius. 

I UNDERSTAND you, my Lord. — You 
would advife me to cultivate the love of N^r 
tnre, and to plan my life upon her fimple 
model, while yet I am young, 

Mr. De F£NElon. 

I WOULD — for the reafons I have already 
mentioned ;->becaufe in her walks you will 

find the only genuine^ the only home-felt 

happincfs ; 
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htpfbtd^ % which) however^ you Wilt be fai« 
caffilbk of attaioiDg, fliould you defer the 
sppKcatiom 'tiU the btbits of artificial UGe 
bare deprived you of att xefilh for natilrat 
^tyoyocnirs. 

TH£60OSIDS» 

^The wlfdom and experience of my ve- 
nerable infiruflor would be fufficient to con* 
vince me of the truth of thefe obfervations ; 
but I think I have, within the little limits of 
ihy own attention, feen the laA confirmed ia 
fx»oy inftances, 

Mr. De Fknelok. 

It muft be obvious to every perfon who 
inakes the leaft remarks on life, that thofe 
frho have long lived in the circle of Vanity, 
^flo never quit it.-— Not that theyftill find 
fjMr account of pleafure ia it ^ but that they 

are 
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are unfit for, aad iDcapabld^ of tttij ofhcf 
mode of eftjcjymedt.— What veteirafl* do mrd 
behold bafy !a the porftk of the ittOft cott- 
iemptible triAes ! What a difgrate to btifiift^ 
rcafon, to behold a countenamre, fiirrotred 
with age, diftorted with chagrin over an un- 
fuccefsfu! game ! How difguftful to hear s^ 
matron weighed down with years, difcourfing 
like a girl, on the frippery of modes ! — Thefe 
are the unavoidable cfk&t of porfuhs hs- 
bitually tain.— ^ 

BuT-vrhen I would tiVifc yoa, THeo* 

Dosius, to live agreeably to nature, it is not 
alone that I would fave you from frivolous 
puffuits and fafitaftiit follies. — Life is not to be 
left unlive} and by efeaping {eduftion into. 
the path of vanity, you will, of coorfe, tak« 
that of wifdom. To do this, indeed, add to live 
agreeably to nature, are terms of almoft the' 
fyfof xn^mt^-^for the end of wifdom, k z 

rational 
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radooal and laftiog happinefs, which is only 
to be found in adling conformably to the pnr- 
pofe of our e^uftence, and in treading in thofe 
paths of truth and iimplidty^ which nature 
has pointed out. 



K£RE my ever revered inftruAor ended hia 
welcome leiFons. — I could have fpent a life in 
hearing him ; and thereby (hould have found 
that happinefs^ which he taught me how to 
obtain. 

Two ends are aofwered by thus commit- 
ting his precepts to writing; which I have 
done without much difHculty, as they are yet 
frc(h upon my memory. — The pen is an excel- 
lent memorialifl ; and, while I am writing 
them for you; I eflabliih them more fccurely 

m 
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ia my own mind. — At the fame time, I ami 
conviQced that Constantia mil neither 
find them unentertaiaing, nor altogether ufe- 
lefs, even in her own fervice* 

Let me now turn to your laft dear letter, 
which is not yet three days old, though {o 
much has been written fince I received it. 

At AS, my Constantia! (I addrefsyoa 
as my heart fuggefts) this delightful inter- 
courfe may not be of any long continuance, 
nbtwithftanding your kind and tender folici- 
tude, that our friendfhip may not be inter** 
rupted. 

The fathers of Conftantia and of Theodo* 
lius, though their iituatioa in fome meafure 
draws them into a fpecious interchange of 
civilities, are of tempers and fentiments fo 
extrem^y different, that whenever they meet^ 
methiaks I can difcover in each, a fiifled con« 

tempt 



kfflpt of theotbcr. This gives me iflexpreilible 
OKxtificatioQ, as I am feaiible that this Goa- 
tempt in both, arifes from motives equally 
inligoificaot ; the one valuiag faimfelf on the 
faperiority pf his fortane, the other on the 
advantages of bis birth. 

Mistaken men ! — ^What are the diftinc- 
ftioos that pkoe one man above another^ — > 
}iot wealtby or titles ceruinljr^-^^eoius^ 
v/iidotsk and virtue a]QDe» have this difiinguiib- 
ing power; for tbeie alooje 9xc capable of 
enlarging and eonobliog the mind, and of 
exalting the human capacity as high as it 
will go. 

How long this {bothered contempt wUl ht 

fuppreffed by politenefs^ I tremble to think.-^ 

Upon the ieaft failure of refpeft in cither 

party, it will burft into a ftorm — and— ah.!—- 

then, my fair friend ! — then, farewell this 

dear 



ic3lr Mi4 Itdppy lortercourfe of letters l^mFm^ 
weU the delightful freedom of oqf monmg 
converfations ! — ^The {wcct fijour at «K>oa-^ 

Sotto le frefche fronde 
Del frcfco faggio 



ind the walk at evemug through bttathiog^ 
hcan&ciis.'-^Ak I eachaating walk^b Cov» 
8TAVTIA ! wbea Fancy heighteaed bj <bf 
jGarroond^og beauties of oaturcy ^ve tp. ^ 
wr (iikow^^^ th(p h^ppieft epthufiafia ! 

r 

% 

Snovh^ I not tre»ib}e» evea at the poflibl** 
tkj of iofiog a happiacfs like this i 

^^6uT let us oot affiiA ourfeIve9 wjtb dK 
Saut evils ! (O that they were far diftuxt Xf 
I will tbbk no loqger of ^hem, but qoittio^ 
thofe tenderly-anxious thoughts, which the 
beginning of your kind letter fuggelled, 

witf 



^ill proceed to that part of it, where yoo 
t)bUgingly propoTe a qoediOD, and call upon 
me for aa anf\^er. 

I AM, indeed, of opinion, that the pro- 
fefTors of religtoQi hurt it's interefis by pur- 
fuing them too dofely; particularly, when 
they make a merit of unnatural and nnneceflary 
feverities. — ^Yet this unfortunate doAiine has 
thrown it's galling weight on the eafy yoke of 
Chriftianity, almoll ever fince it*s publication. 
•—The fathers, thofe fathers in whom the 
church has placed fuch an implicit confi- 
dence, gave to that religion, which was 
meant to enlarge and humanize the mind, the 
meaneft and moll contracted fpirit and prin- 
ciples.— rSome difgraced it by the vileft 
quibbles f and mifquotations ; others loaded 
it with the moil fuperfiuous feverities, for- 

■ 

f. See Juftia Martyr*8 ridlculooi tpologtei for the crofs. 

8 bidding 



bidding the nfe of natural and lawfiil plea-^ 
fares * ;— -nay one f even goes fo far, as to 
declare, that the Patriarch was deemed 
IKrorthy of a heavenly vifion, only becaufe he 
lay his head uik)n the hard pillow of a (lone, 
and what he did from necef&ty, advifes us 
to do by choice.— One :|: has fallen into the 
mod idle and abfurd fplrit of allegorizing tha 
plaineft literal narratives, fafts, and precepts ; 
another §» with equal abfurdity, adheres fo 
cloftiy to the letter, that he tells us the devil 
Invented bufldns to give God the lie, becaufe 
it is faid, that a man cannoradd one cubit to 
his ftature.— - In fhort, my friend, thefe lights 
of the church were, in general, the moft 
niferable fanatics, ignorant, puerile, and 

. • Athenagoiat, Jerom, Cyprian, ftc* 
•|- Clement of Alexandria* 
% Origen. 
\ Tertullian. 

G . perfectttiog. 



perfecutifig,— ^Mo wonder, therefore^ if thofil 
who coofider them, ag guides, (hould tread 
ia their fleps.-^No wondes i£ they ihovld 
cberKh igportnce, faiij, finaticiftn, tod every 
ridicBloQS e&A of blind ami faperftitjom 
zeaL 

Ur^oouBTiDLT) my fair Reafoaofy Aeff 
ittifgnided feTerities are ruinous to the real 
lotereft of religion; and it*8; profeflbrs^ as 
joa obCerve, have certainly hurt thoTe iotcreilf 
ky purfuing th^m too clofely* 



Slavish and broken ffkU^mxy thii% iii» 
deed» be impofed upon ; — ^but where is thafi 
Fru'wiU'offiring^ that raticinal and liberal 
vor(hip, which founded in an intelligent faith 
and gratitude,, does teal honour to tte deity ? 
—-Such a worfhip can nerer be paid, ^I the 
mind refcued from the tyranny of an impofed 
3 belief. 
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bctttf, ^<|l^reft the iprivikgfl af UikikiDg and 

coKckcpag ibr itfel^ 

^ It would, therefore, be for the real inter- 
eft of religion (if thatintereA may be allow- 
ed to confift in the promotion of a rational 
worfhip, and an intelligent faith) that tb< 
mind (hould be fet at large; and Father 
l^Mi-^^ trotild hf flor tikotm lofc War accbtfnt 
!K it wkh ttgsLfA Hi ytmr pktiff t^M^li 
iM JhMld, M yod Hjt ffiH yoQ « little rcM. 
f^^^ dnd foft^ ]^ tOf d^9f6fy your rtad}fig 
fltaid yoDr ftndks : For^ what yotB obferre ii 
cotdinly ji»A i and you woi>]d tot ooly return 
to ihc aitc«iuofis it leligjbis with greater ftl«^ 
aity ; but, by eaJarg^g your nK>ral and na^. 
tual Imowledgey you would acqiuve new and 
nobler prlncipksof devotioo, from beholding 
the wiidon and beaevolence of your Creator, 
difplayed throughout the moral aad the cia* 
tural world. 

G « But 
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But v^hether or not you can obtidn this 
indulgence from your confeflbr, you will by 
all means fecure this letter from his inquifl- 
torial eye; otherwife, the fate not only of 
the letter itfelJF, but of the ^iter^ may be 
foimewhat dubious^ 

I SMILED at your wifb, that I were ap- 
pointed your confefTpr in the room of Father 
M— — *• If I thought you fincere in that 
wi(h» I (hould have very little inclination to be 
fatisfied ; for, believe me, I had rather ftand 
in any other relation to you.-^In one refpeA, 
however, I (hould be gratified by this ap- 
poititment.-^I fhould learn the (hte of your 
heart ; and be aflured I would govern it with 
abfolute fway, — that Would be a circum- 
ftance worthy iny ambition. — Adieu! my 

amiable friend, and remember that if ever 
I I 
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I am hoQonred with the abovementioned 
appointment, I will malce it my queftion» 
whether you were fincere when you ev 
preflfed that wUbu 



THPOPQSIUt. 



O3 tEt^ 






L E T T E R IX. 

' « - ft ■ ^ 

f r • 

CONSTANTIA IQ ThEODOSIUS* 

Iflave a tbpufand things to fay ; but where 
/hall I begin, where end ? — ^My heart 
dies within me, when I think of fome paf- 
fages in your lad— what dreadful fpirits of 
xnisforcune hare you conjured up ! lay them; 

for heaven*s fake lay them again; if you havt 
any regard for my peace or happinefs. — Shall 
I tell you that the enjoyment of yoor friend- 
ihip is very eflential to both ? why (hould I 

Wt>fe^ you fo ? Surely iUence on fuch a fub* 

^ • > » •« . *• 

jcSt would be a kind of difingennity I 

This free and candid acknowledgment, is 
the only return I am able to make, for all 
th^t induAry pf kiadne($ I bavp experienced 

from 
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froth TM^ODOsnjs; — ^Poor and inadequate k 

the reward, * but what can I do mbre ? Is k 
in my power to return thofe rich leflbns ia 
kind, by which I have been fo much delight- 
ed, — I hope, profited ? — Exalted Moralift I 
ami^le and excellent Philofpber 1 what a \ob 
Woirtd Const At^tiA fuffer, if deprived of 
your friendlhip ! To you (he owes every valu- 
able fcntiment, and almoft all the little know- 
ledge Ihe can boaft ; — whatever, in your 
kindnefs, you are pleafed to diftinguiflv with 
praife ; all, all is yours : 



-Onde V alcun bel frutlo 



Nafce di txie; da voi vien prima H feme. 
Jb per me fon quafi un terrerio afcintto, 
Coka da voi ; c'l pregio e voftro in totto. 



flow infinitely Mi I oUiged to yba for coib- 
naunicatifig fo tomutdy your convienfitttodfr with 
the excellent Fenelon ! every word of that 

G 4 prelate 
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prelate defends to be written in letters of 
gold.r— What fublime philpfophy I What en- 
larged morality 1 What flrikiog lioeapaeuts of 
human nature* and human maoners ! 

But I am mod charnied with the yeaer- 
able man, when he explains and enforces hi^ 
precept of living agreeably to. nature* — I fclf 
the truth of his obfervations without the aid 
of experience. — And (hall I aopear v^in, 
when I tell you, that I have always retained 
certain fentiments, that were of a colour with 
thofe of your noble friend ?— I have always 
thought that not only the moral, but the re- 
ligious happinefs of human life, wa? b^ft 
cultivated by that iimpUcity of manners ^d 
defires, which \yould always attend the love 
and purfuit of nature. Admire with me 
the following paflage, which defcribes the 
happinefs of the man who leads fuch a life i 



E'l 
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Eldubbio, c^l forfe, e'l come, ^T pcrch^, rio 
Nol poflbn fsLVj die non ifta fra loro ; 
E col vera ecil/empUce iddip Uga, 
El del propizio alle fue voglie piega. 

I think the fentiment, ia tlie third-quoted 
tekc,' ^f unitiog the idea of a God with 

Truth and Simplicify, remarkably bcantiftil. ^ 

.■ - . . «* 

« 

You fee I have already profited by the 
'^cademkhrrfs letter, and bare not neglected 
*he amufcments of poetry and the Belles Let'* 

» ■ ■ 

ires.^-I am' wilBng to aicribe to this elegant 
courfe of reading, flill greater advantage! 
than he has allowed- it, and am of opinion, 
that the beft philofophy and moraUty, is to be 
found in the works of the poets ; for with 
regard to philofophy, I woald gladly be of 
opinion with the Engliih poet^ where he 
feys, 

How 
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Not hfirA) 9s4r (MbM M 4aU fcob Gtffok^ 

But mufica^ u i« Ap<»Uq*» tot« ! 



»> 



I would williogly perfuade myfelf, that the 

M poeu irf ieap^ble 4if 1ii0rii£tiQg Ht it 
fvery part of nfipful taiowle4fl^jj[ fpr ]( fiad » 
rhaim ii^ xbcir works^ Cuperior tp the fleaioxf 
my other mode of writing affords me. 

' Wtf £TH«it U if the power 0( barasaoiTf ^ 
Soi^oatioa^ that thus ks^dt wfi ^i^ptjvey 1 4Vi| 
«t a lofs to lu)ow ; whether it ii the deganco 
of tho^ht, the .tendernefs^ «r the ^eatiUqr 
n^ulUr Co poetryt that delights mc moSk^ I 
a»i4Uiable 4o4eteripiQe ^ but dU together g^vc 
/ne the ipoft e:cqu>fite« the moft refinod ei»- 
^rtaimneot,^-^! wonder not that honours^ 
next to divine^ have always been paid to 

■ 

poets; and that tliofe heaven-favoured go- 

niufcs, have ever bc?n efte^mcd fupcrior to 

the 



the reft of mankind. ' For my own part ; 
if I (hould. J}riQ^ ^,QS(^ng to the fhrme 
of any human Being, it (hould be to that 
of a ppetp , . ,'^ 

• • • . • • . . • , 
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t E T T E R X. 

Theodosius to CokstantiaJ 

THE approbation of Constantia ia 
more than the reward of worldSf and 
lier favour more valuable. The utmoft of my 
ambition has ever been, to ferve and oblige 
her, but why will Ihe afcribe to thofe fervices* 
to thofe poor endeavonrs to pleafe more medt 
than they can poilibly have a claim to ?~Bat 
it is no wonder if Constant XA^ who pc^- 
fefles every virtue in the higbeft degrees 
ihould carry her gratitude to excefs* 

I WILL not anticipate thofe evils which my 
fears, poffibly too induftrious, have fi> often 
brought before me ; but, while this deUgjhtfol 
correfpondence lafls, I will fit down, vnth 
fecurityi to enjoy the fweets of it. 

What 
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What fphit and feafibility ! What ele- 
gaace of thought, in your laft charmiug 
ktter! you have even improved upon the 
Archbifliop's precept of living agretably t$ 
naturi ; and, in concert with the Italian poet, 
from whom you have quoted that pafTage^ 
fo juftly admired, you have thrown a new 
light upon the fttbje£l» 

. NoTH I KG could be more nobly conceived, 
than the fentiment of uniting the idea of a 
God with Truth and Simplicity. ^^To deify 
and adore thoTe amiable virtues, is cert^nly 
a very pardonable fpecies of idolatry— if, in- 
deed, it can be called idolatry ; for we, cer- 
tainly, worfliip the Supreme Perfection, 
while we worfhip his attributes, as it is 
only in thofe we can form any idea of him. 

And yet it was from this fource that ido- 
latry, with all it's troublefome and pernicious 

confequenccs. 
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eoialkipMttcB, wm deiri^fed df old;* f/Httk 
tiid ttilfibuMi ct tfid UQkMrfil keiog wen 

f^jKcf^Mi Mi esMhluA hy Hgkre^r the istii^ 

fkude, fiever capublo of ^MitQMAMoilktgf 

The litotifBcot; of jrour pott basy ttt!fcr* 
ihelefsy great metaphorical ptapnety^ 
^vhen divine honours are paid to Truth and 
idmplidrff much, certamfy, Is dond for the 
Urvice of tlrtoe. 

As j6vtfLrt ptofefTcStf f^ adnirerof 6tiffk 
ttature, I mQ ventttrc to fetid fod t potoH 
iKrMcb, on that account, I bopti uritt be n^ 
tofmmencfcd by the fnbjcft.-*-'At fcaft^ I att 
fur^, !t beb nothing effe to ttcotttmtoA tfi 
flttkf let that dedaratfon contlnce you$ I bcM 

not the prefumptuous ambition, to afpire to 

• • • . 

thenatfie and dignity of ^ Poet, or to fcopc 
that yoa willMug in oflTcrlng to toy fliridtf* 

Wrktca 
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Written In a Cottage-garden, at a Village 
in Lorrai^i and O6<:»6oaed by a TradiiiaBr 
concerning a Tree of Ro&^nuttj^ 

Arbustum tiyciprttt^ 
h 

O THOU whom Love and Fancy lead 
To wander near this woodland kill^ 
If ever maific ttaooiVd thy quilfp 

Or pity wak*d thy gentle reed, 

Repofe beneath my humble tree^ 
If thou lovH Simplicity. 

It 

Stranger if thy lot has Uid» 

In toilfome fcenes of bufy life; 

Fall forely may'il thoa rue the ftrife. 
Of weary pafllons ill-fepaid. 

In a garden live like ne. 

If thou \oy*& Simplicity^ 

FXOWSRS 
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m. 

FLbwBRS have fprong for miDy a year 
0*er the Tiilage-maideo^s grave. 
That, one mefnorial-fprig to fave. 

Bore it from a fifter*s bier ; 

And homeward-walklDgy wept o'er me 
The tme tears of Sidiplicity* 

iv. 

And fooDy her cottage-window near 

With care my (lender ftem flie plae*di 1 
And fondly thus her grief embraced. 

And cherifiiM fad remembrance dear : 
For love fincere, and friendihip free 
Are children of Simplicity. 

V. 

When pad was many a painful day, 
Slow*pacing o*er the village-green. 
In white were all it*8 maidens feen. 

And bore my guardian friend away. 
Ah death ! what facrifice to thee. 
The rains of Simplicity ! 



Onb 
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vr. 

Onb generous: fwidn her heart approv*d> 
A yoath, whofe fond and ftithfol breaft 
With many an artlefs figh confef8*d» 

In nature's language, that he lov*d. 
But, ftranger, 'tis no tale for thec^ 
Unlefs thou lov'ft Simplicity. 

VII. 

Hs died^ — and fooa her lip was cold. 

And ibon her rofy cheek was pale ; 

The village wept to hear the tale» 
When for both the ilow bell toll'd-— • 

Beneath yon flowery turf they lic^ 

The lovers of Simplicity* 

vni. 

Yet one boon have I to crave ; 
Stranger if thy pity bleed. 
Wilt thou do one tender deed. 

And ftrew my pale flow^s o'er their grave f 
So Jightly lie the tarf on thee, 
Bccaufe thou lov'ft Simplicity I 



Tm 
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TheUe 18 fuch a pleafare in the ladulgence 
of tender meUnchoIy and pity; that left I 
fhould depri?e yon of it, I wiU not add one 
word more than 

Theodosius. 



%* The flowery branch of Rofiattary, 
that accompanies this, was gathered from the 
iree> whofe genius fpoke the above Tories* 



LET- 
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, , . . . \ ... I 

Const AHTli to Tutew^^iXjt. ' "^ 

YpV miift. be feofiUc.tbM jsou cohM q^ 
obUgge sie more than by favouring xof 
with any of your poetical proda&ioos»-^ 
Your Village-maid, is a pathetic pifturc of 
rural .Simplicity; j» fach I fta!^preferve it, 
together with the flowery branch of Rofe- 
mary, that accompanied it, for the fake of 
the author. 

YotTR laft favour reminds me of another, 
which you fomedme ago promifed, but have 
now, perhaps, forgot.— You pralfed the 
Latin verfes of the celebrated £ngli(h poet 
we have fo often admired, and called him the 
xft writer in that language fince the age of 
^tonjiantine. When I complained that I was 

H % XBU^^A 
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ttnable to read him in that language, you 
kindly promifed me a tranflaticm of one of 
his fineft Latin poems, which, I think, you 
called a Paftoral Elegy on the death of one 
of his friends, whom he expefied to have 
^braced on his return from abroa(^ but 
found that he had taken his journey to that 
diiUnt country. 



-from whofe bourn 



No traveller returns- 



Such a fubje£l is capable of great tendemefs ; 
and, at the hands of Milton, it could not fail 
of finding it* Let me have one more inftancc 
of your kindaefiif !& the execution of your 
jpromife* 



Adieu t 



CONSTANTIA. 



LETTER Xn. 
Theodosius to ConstantiaJ 

I Have made hafte to oblige you $ therefore^ 
yoa muft be as ready to for;g^ve» as C 
have been to obey. 

The paftorai part of Mittoa's Epihtphitm 

Damonis. 

O FOR the foft lays of Himeria'i muds! 
The ftrains that died in Antbufah Aadet; 
TanM to wild forrow on her monrnfnl iliore^ 
When DafbmSf HjUu$ Bion breath*d no more I 
Thamb's vocal wave ihoold vrtxy note prolong. 
And all his villas learn the Doric U^g* 

9 

How TH'^asis mouraM Ms long-Iov'd Damok 
dead; 
What fighs he atter'd, and what tears he Ihed— 

Hi ¥• 
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Ye dim retreats, ye wandring foantains know $ 
Ye defart-wilds bore witnefs to his woe : 
Where oft iir grief, he paft the tediously. 
Or lonely langoiihM the dnll night away. 

Twice had the fields their bioomiDg honours 
bore ; 
Ab4 4uiH^ twice refign*d his golden fiore, 
Uncopfcjops of his lofs, while Thy asis ftaid 
'To woo the fweet inufe in the Tu/can fhade. 
CrownM with her favour, when he fought ag^ii 
His flock forikken, and his native plain ; 
When to his old Kim's wonted ihade tetoru'd*^ 
Then — then he mifsM bis parted friend — and 
mourned. 

And go, ho cry*d, my tender lambs -adieu.! 

Yoar wretched mafter has no time for yoo« 

Yet ans there powers divine in earth otfkyf 
Gods can they be who deftin*d thee to die ? 
And /halt thoti inix with ihades of volgar name f 
Lofl thy fair honours, and forgot thy fame ? 
Not he, the God whofe golden wand retrains 
The pale-eyVI people of the gloomy plains. 
Of Damon*s fate (hall thus regardlefs be. 
Or fuffer vulgar ihades to herd with thee. 

Then, go, he cry^d, frc^. 

YlT 
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TaT while oae flrain my tremUIng tonjae m>f 

Not unlamentedy Shepherd, (halt thou die* . 
Long ia thefe fields thy fame (hall flouriih fak> 
^nd Daphnis only greater honours ihare; , 
To Daphmis only purer vows be pud. 
While Pak, or Pai.ss loves the vUlage-ihade* 
If Truth or Science may forvive the grave* 
Or, what is more, a poet*s friendihip fave« 
Then go, Sec. 

These, thefe are thine: For me what hopet 
remain ? 
Save of long forrow, and of angtiifli vaia. 
For who, ftill faithful to my fide, ihall gOt 
Like thee, thro' regions clad with chilling &o^? 
Like thee, the rage of fiery fammers bear. 
When fades the wan flower in the boroing air? 
The lurking dangers of the chace eflay. 
Or foothe with fong, and varioas tale the day i 
Then go, &c. 

To whom ihall I my hopes and fears impart ? 
Or truft the forvi andy^//f>i of my heart ? 
Whofe gentle counfels put thofe cares to flight? 
Whofe chearful converfe cheat the ttfdious night ? 

H4 Tte 
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Tlie fodal bearth wben Autwmitt treaftires (lore. 
Chill blow the winds without^ and thro* the Ueak 
elm roar. 
Then gO| &c. 

« 

When the fierce funs of fummer noons invade. 
And Pan repofcs in the green-wood- fhade^ 
The ibepherds hide, the nymphs plnnge down 

the deep» 
And waves the hedge-row o*er the plowman*s deep* 
Ah I who (hall charm with fach addreb refin'dj 
Such A tic wir» and elegance of mind? 
Then go, &c. 

Alas ! now lonely round my fields I firay $ 
And lonely feek the pafture's wonted way. 
Or in fome dim vale's mournfal (hade repofe— 
There penfive wait the weary day's flow clofe^ 
While fliowers defcend, the gloomy tempeftraves. 
And o'er my head the ftraggling twilight waves. 
Then go, &c. 

Whirb once fair harveft cloath'd mycultnr'd 

plain. 
Now weeds obfcc»e and vexing brambles reign ; 

The 
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The grov^ of myrtle^ and the cluftering Tine 
Delight no more ; for joy no more is mine. 
My flocks no longer find a mafter's care* 
E'en piteous as they gaze with looks of dumb 

defpair. 
♦ Thengo, 8cc. 

Thy hazel, Tyt'rus, has no charms for me % 
Nor yec thy wild a(h, k>v'd Alphesibbe. 
No more fhall Fancy weave her rural dream. 
By Agon's willow, or Amynta's ftream. 
The trembling leaves, the founiain^s cool fereney 
The murmuring zephyr, and the mofly green— 
Thefe fmile unfeen, and thofe unheeded play, 
I cut my ihrubs, and carelefs walk'd away. 
Then go, &c. 

Mopsus, who knows what fates the flart 
difpenfe. 
And folves the gi;ove's wild warbllngs into fenCr, 
This Mopsus markM — what thus thy fpleen cas 

move ? 
Some baleful planet, or feme hopelefs love ? 

The 



The ftar of Satvun oft annoys the {wais. 
And in the dull, cold breaft, long holds his leidea 
feign. 
Then go, &c. 

The Nymphs too> piceoas of their Shepherd** 
woe. 
Came, the fad caufe folidtoas to know. 
Is this the port of joc)]nd youth, they cry. 
That look difgulied, and that down-caft eye f 
Gay fmiles and love on that foft feafon wait ; 
* He's twice a wretch whom beauty wounds too late. 
Then go» &c* 

One gentle tear the Brifj/b Chloris gave* 
Chloris the grace of Maldon's parple wave«« 
In vain— my grief no foothing words difarm. 
Nor future hopes, nor prefent good can charm. 
Then go, &c. 

• Milton feems to have Borrowed this ientimeat froa 
^uariai : 

Che le t*«12ale a la canuta eUte 

Amorofi) talento, 

Havrai doppio tormento, 

£ di quel, che putendo non volefli, 

3B di quel, che vcJendo no potrai, 

Tfl» 
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The happier flocks one fecial fpirit moveff» 
The fame their fports* their pa&ires and their lov^s 
Their hearts to no peculiar obje^ tend. 
None knows a favourite, or feleds a friend* 
So herd tke various natiyet of the main» 
And Protsv 8 drives in crowds his fc^ly traiiU 
The feadier'd tribes too find an eafier fate i 
The meaneft fparrow fiiU enjoys his mate; 
And when by chance, or wearing age (he dieSf 
The tranfient lofs a fecond choice fupplies* 

Man, Haplefs man, for ever doom'd to know 
The dire vexations that from difcord flow^ 
In all the coantlefs numbers of his kind. 
Can fcarcely meet with one congenial mind. 
If haply found. Death wings the fatal dart. 
The tender onion breaks, and breaks his heart.. 
Then go, &c. 

Ah me ! what errour tempted me to go 
O'er foreign mountains and thro^ Alpine fnow ? 
Too great the price to mark in TiB£a*s gloom 
The mournful image of departed Rome ! 
Nay. yet immortal, could fhe boaft agaia 
The j^lories of her univeirfal ftign, 

AbI 
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Ani all tliftt Maro kft his fields to fte^ 
Too great the parchaie» to abandon thee t 
To leave thee in a land no longer feen !«-• 
Bid monntains rife, and oceans roll between !<— • 
Ah ! not embraee thee I-hhoc to fee thee die ! 
Meet thy Uk loolu, or dofe thy languid eye I 
Not one fond forewell with thy ihade to fend» 
Nor bid thee thmk of thy fnrviring friend I 
Then go» Sec* 

Yff Tu/can Shepherds, pardon me this tear ! 
Dear to the Mufe, to me for ever dear t 
The yoath I mourn a Tu/cofi title bore.— 
See * LyMau Lvcca for her fon deplore I 

O DAYS of extafy ! when rapt I lay 
Wliere Arno wanders down his flowery way»— • 
Plock'd the pale violet* prefsM the velvet mead. 
Or bade the royrtle*s balmy fragrance bleed !•— 
Delighted, heard amid the rnral throng 
Mekalcas ftrive withLvcxDAs in (bng* 

* The ThuTcani were a branch of the Peltfgpi that mi* 
frsted into Europe not many ages after the dirperfion* Seme 
•f them marched b y land as far at Lydig, and from theocs 
ietached a colony under the coadii^ of Tyrjemu to Italy. 

a err 
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Opt would my voice the mimictfirain eflajr. 
Nor haply all unheeded was my lay : 
For, Shepherds, yet I boaft yoar generous meed^ 
The ofier baiket, and compared reed, 
Fr ANciNO crown*d me with a poec*s fame. 
And Dati * taught his beechen groves my name* 

Milton, when he was in Itafyj had the 
peculiar good fortune, to find an age of 
geniufes, and to be diftinguiflied by their 
favour in a very extraordinary manner. That 
polifh which the young mind receives from 
the elegant iimplicity of the clai&cs, he en- 
joyed in the greateft perfection. The con* 
fiderable fund of that kind of knowledge^- 
which he took with him into Italy, he 
had the happieft means of improvic^g 
and perfeding, in thofe infpiring fceneSf 



• When Milton wu in Italy, Carlo Dati was Profef]br of 
Philofophy at Florence.— >A Ubenl friend to men of genius 
and learning, at well foreignera as hit own countrymen.— > 
He wrote a panegyric and fome pocma on Lewis XIV» 
Wfides Other tiafts* 

where 



Xvhcre the fincft writers of Latiam firft 
drew iheir breath. — Thofe fcenes afTbrd^ 
ed the bed comment on the works of the 
Roman claffics, and JkHiicn (bewed in all bis 
Lmiin poems, that he tailed their beauties io 
the moft refined degree. 

The friend he bewails in the charming 
poem, of wiiich I have made thefe humble 
efForts to fhew you the beauties, was the com- 
panion of his early years ; and it is ho wonder 
that he laments him with fuch pathetic ten- 
dernefs : For friend (hrps of that kind, which 
are nurfed under the funfhine of young en- 
thufiafm, are always the mod vigorous.— Are 
they not, my Constantia ? — I feel they 
are ; for I am, &c. 

Thiodosius* 



LET- 
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CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS, > 

I Flew with your letter ta our favpufltc^ 
alcove; and there with what pleafure, 
vAih what avidity I perufed it, Th£odosius 
need not be told. 

I VERiLT believe^ that I am better pleaf^d 
to be entertained than to be inftruAed ; for I 
fcarce ever received (b much pleafure from 
a letter of yours, as your laft afforded me— » 
yet what can be the reafon ? It is not, cer^^ 
tftioly, that I am )e^ou3 of your kftrtt£livc 
letters as giving you a fuperiority — I cannot 
charge mjfelf with fo much pride.'— Nay, 
were I notfenfible of that fuperiority^ I mud 
be ftufmi indeed i-«"thus, however, I flatter 
myself on my penetration in being able to 

6 difiinguUh 
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diftiogoifli it, and on my modefty ia beiog 
ladsfied with it; and thus, like many other 
good people, I am vain of being free from 
vanity. 

But all the Inftruftiona of my amiable 
Philolbpber have been feafoned with fo much 
politeneis, or conveyed in fach an indireft 
manneft that, while I had all the opportn- 
nity of profiting by them, I conld hardly 
ever difcem that tbey were intended for my 
nle. — If then yoor lafli letter pleafed me 
more than any other, it is becaafe I am idle^ 
and volnptuoos, and take more pleafure in 
poetry than in philofophy. 

T£T the genius of Milton had fuch a 
moral torn, that he feldom wrote poetry with* 
ODt writing pbilofophy ; and even the PaSoral 
yon have fo obligingly tranflated, is not, I find, 
withoat fomething of it. How beautifully does 
he bewail the loft advantages of friendihip ! 
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To whom (hall I my hopes and fears impart^ ' 
Or trad the cares and follies of my heart ? 

And alas! how truely does he lament that 
man 

In all the coondefs nnmhers of his kind. 
Can fcarcely meet with one congenial mind ! 

Yoong as I am, I have felt the force of this 
truth, and have made many melancholy re- 
flexions upon it) after the painful, ridicu- 
lous, trifling, and impertinent vifits I have been 
obliged to pay and receive, from the filller 
part of my fex. Horrid tyranny of fafliion 
tbat impofes this upon us ! What right can an 
equality, or a fuperiority of fortune give one 
lady to rob another of her time, fenfe and 
jpatience ? I fay her Senfe f for the converfa- 
tion of fools leaves ai tih^ure of folly upon 
us.— What title has drefs or figure to lay tax 

I ^ upon 
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upon us for adminuioQ ? Do not they who eX" 
pcA this, iofiilt our Hnderfiandiiig ? And are 
not thofe who pay it, the (laves of fdly ? O 
that the (hackles of <^ft6m were once brokea^ 
and that we might chufe our fodety out of 
cither fex without cenfare, or incouyenience ! 

Just before I received your letter, I was 
delivered from thcmoft defpicabk and im* 
pertinent fet of vifiters, that ever diigraced 
the name of good company.— -To me fucb 
fifits are always vrfitadons. — To the above* 
mentioned deliverance, you may, if you 
pleafe, impute fome degree of that extra- 
ordinary plealbre I afcribed to the pemial of 
your letter.— This I %, left { (hould contri- 
bute to make you, what you have fo often 
made me, vain } and thus, at lea(^ you muft 
acknowledgei that I outdo you ia genero(ity. 

I AM 
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1 AM not diTpkafed with yotir Mti^Hotif 
tbiKC young irtendlhips are the moft teoder--^ 
no dottbe they are— -for the frieiodffijps, like 
all other {ttirfaiti aod atticbmems cf yoUth, 
ham noTclty to recomoieQd them, paifioiis to 
enHTeq, and embefiafia to chcHQi them««-^ 
But ah ! my &iebd ! (for ooce I vnW fay, my 
THEODOst^s !) when novelty Is no more; 
when the paffions fubfide, and^ enthofiafm 
vaniihes like a dream; will not the friendfhipsy 
will not the attachments, that thefe principles 
produced, Tanlfli with them?— I will liot 
fear it, though it Aoilld be ttae 



non c pnxdenza 



Ma foUia de mortali 
, L' arte erndel dl prefagirji i mall. 

One thing, however, I will freely acknow- 
ledge, or rather boafi df, that my fiiend- 
£bip for TtiEooosius is, excloflvely^ fboad'^^ 

I 2 e4 
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cd OD efteeoi. For this reafon, I flatter my- 
felf, that it will laft in all it's prefent cordi* 
ality— -why ihould it not i It has nothing to 
lofe, when the charm ci novelty is loft,-— It's 
exiftence, by no means, depends upon the 
paf&ons ; it has, therefore, nothing to appre- 
hend when they languUh, or decline.— It de- 
rives not its fupport from enthufiafm, and, 
confequently, cannot fuffer, when enthnfiaim 
dies away. 

While thus I comfort, I hope I do not 
deceive myfelf.:— But, Ihould even that be the 
cafe, let your ingenuity for once, give way to 
your compafEon, and do not undeceive me.-— 
This is, perhaps, the only inftance in which I 
could be fadsfied with myfelf, for declining 
the report of truth. 

9 

Observe, however, that I expeft yoa 
will, with the utmoft candour and ingenuity, 

refulvc 
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refolve fome parts of my doubts, and tell me 
freely, ^¥hethe^ thofe young friendfliips which 
are heightened by novelty, by the paiHons 
and enthufiafm, will not inevitably peri(h 
with thofe fonrces that fupport them. 

You fee I have been at pains to induce yoa 
to declare your fentiments,, on this fubje£l; 
fince I have removed the principal objeftion^ 
that might have occurred to you, by decla- 
ring, that my friendfhip for you cannot be 
^ffefled by the argtment. 



Apieu ! 



CONSTANTIAt 
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L E t T E R. XIV. 

* f • 

^ 
ThEODOSJUS to CO^STANTIA. 



rlOVGH there is. nptb'mg ia ivhich 
Cqnstantia has npt a right to com- 
mahd her fideod, aad though, in evecy thii^, 
it is his pride and pleafure to pbqy her ; yet 
he will own, that he goes unwillingly abp^t 
the tafk (he has appointed bini. v . > 

Ah ! my deur, my amiable moralifl I It is 
frequently the happinefs of pian to (hat hi$ 
eyct «gaiflft.'the infirmities of his nature !^- 
In thofe circumflances, where the knowledge 
of his weaknefs, cannot fave him from fomc 
real evil, that knowledge is of lefs valae than 
Ignorance. 

The 
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The faeaeroleiit parpens of I^ovideice, 
hftv^ concealed tbe future from us^ that wd 
mjiy QQt be intei^rupted ia the c&joyfioent of 
ifae prefeftt ; add i( is, is many caiiss, necef^ 
fary to our happkefs^ that wc flioadd imitator 
this oeconomy of the Supreme Wifdom, and 
embrace thofe ionoeeBt pleafmie$) vijkich the 
Several periods of life- may a^ord us, without 
eikyUrlng too offlcioufiy i&to their ctde? or 
OKttQts, and without beiug too ibUdtouc aboiNt 
dseir duratioa. 

Many, poffibly, ef our pleafiires, maniy, 
t am fore^ of our amufements^ fpring from 
fueh Ibureed, as» upoa enquiry, would be 
found todoUttle honour to ft crjesture diftiu-- 
gui(hed by reafon. Their tendency9 at the 
fame time, Is frequently as iafignificant as 
their caufe, and both are unworthy of a 
fcrious enquiry. 

I 4 There 
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. There are, indeed, eojoyments of a 
higher nature that may better deferve our 
attention ; and yet, to enquire into the pro- 
bability; of their duration, might contribute 
Tcry little to our happinefs.*-*— 

Such, in particular, are the conne£biopa 
of fricndflup.— Thcfe are the property of 
man, and muft, therefore, be frail, change- 
able and uncertain like bimfelf. It muftf 
confequently, be for his eafe to fit down un^ 
apprehenfive to enjoy them, without medi* 
tating on all the po£ible variety of evils, to 
which they muft be expofed, from a change 
of fentiments and inclinations, and from the 
fpveral contingencies pf chapce and time. 

It 1$ intp the fa^e of young fripndiblps, my 
CoNSTA^TiA, that ypu would lead my en-, 
quiries. Thefe, indeed, are not the leaft 
pnworthy of our attention j for youth is the 



feafonboth of friendfhipand of virUie.-— If to a 
(difpofition naturally not unfodable, we have 
Ridded, the advaat<^es of a liberal education, 
ive come into the bufinefs and fociety of life, 
in general^ better and happier creatures than 
when we leave it. 

We ftep Into the world with liberal fenti- 
ments and benevolent affcAions, but the ex- 
perimental knowledge of men contrafls the 
former and ftarves the latter.— -Infomuch that 
he muft be pofTefled of a difpofition, more 
than ordinarily humane, who does not in fome 
degree, become a miianthropift before he 
dies. — I may go further, and add, that he 
muft have uncommon virtue and greatnefs of 
mind, who, with unblemifhed manners, and 
uncontraded fentiments, can fail with fuch a 
corrupted crew down the current of life. 

Maw 



I 
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MiiK 18, itiipiteoE all bis retloi^ ta ina- 
tM&tc creature^ aad what lie has beea losg 
aocmftoiDed to obferte i^ others, he wilf^ 
widi di^iculty, forbear to admit hi himMf. 
By'habh we may lirfogonriehes io bdudd 
deformity without difguft, and by bttog kii^ 
tonverfant io (cenes of enmity and infincerity, 

the lotiD of UrOifa aad hosuMkliiil wilt in* 
leofibly d^cay* 

». 

Aa youth, therefortty.is. the feafoa of fioce* 
fity aod benevolende^ it mafk, of oonfi> 
qiieQce, be the moft pcomiflog feafao^<frieodi> 
flfip; fbr thofis Tirtuoa ara itfs: beft: and fnreft 
ibuad^tion. 

W« love a, beoew^ent i&aa for our own 
Akefts aod a fioccfe immibr the &keof his 
finc^€\xf .-^^t^m fatj cvvr atteods ifar sntOE 
of thcfej— that ellcem which my Const an- 

TIA 



TiA faa^ doae ne the faoijiottr to ackoowlc;^, 
as the fource of faer fcieadihip ! 

Thus> my. £4^ Cafuift* yoa fee wc bayc a 
/ufficient fopndaUoi^ wji^r^pA toc^eft an. eariy 
friendfcip, cxclufiv^ of Npvcltj^r. ^^^ Poffi^,% 
aod Ejnthufinfm y and we may ji^Aly €onclu4e» 
therefore, that fuch a friendQiip may exift, 
though all fuch auxiliaries fliould vanifli or 
decay. 

Yet whfle thcfe laftji they undpubtedBiy 
yield us a more hjgh-fet pleafure, as well la 

friendibip, as in every other enjoyment. 

Nevertheless I know not whether much 
ought to be afcribed to Novelty, which.) in 
the cup of friendfiiip, is, certainly, the very 
wDtft ingredient. — PoiEblf it may, for a 
while, give a poignancy to the tafte, but the 

mellowing 
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mellowing power of Timey produces a muck 
better and more agreeable flavour. 

The prevalence and aftivity of the paffions, 
keep up that lively zeA, and ardour of af- 
fedion, which add to the readinefs of con-^ 
$dence, and are productive of a thoufand 
agreeable fenfations* 

Enthusiasm has an efTcA on friendflup 
proportionable to it's influence on Love. — 
It heightens it with the glowing fentiments of 
imagination, and embelliflies it's real ad- 
vantages with the vifionary charms of Fancyt 
find intelledlual Refinemeot { 

YET^when thefe fliall depart with depart- 
ing youth; while Sincerity and BenevoUnci 
remain, Friendfliip fliall remain with tbem« 
^A reSe^lion, which affords me the bigb- 
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eft confolatlon ! as I am convinced that^ 
in confeqnence of thofe principles, Con- 
st anti A cannot ceafc to be the friend 
of 

• ■ 
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LETTER XV. 



COMSTANTIA tO TH£0D0SIU»; 






WHAT a letter! my friend,— If you 
have drawn a true pifhire of human 
nature, and if the k(v>wledge of the world, 
be really ati^ended with the confequences you 
mention, who would not live in ignorance \ 
—Ah hTHfioDosius ! what fears ! what un- 
cafinefi has your letter awakened I^Better^ 
indeed, my Philofopher, had you fuffered me 
to continue in ignorance ! -^ Better, and 
kinder, had you permitted me to enjoy my 
Tifionary dream of the duration and improve- 
aient of human virtue !— Ah ! too penetrat- 
Miig friend ! — Too ingenious io^the difcovery 
of that weaknefs, it would have been hap- 
pier to hide!— You were fenfil^ of this 

truth. 



truth, tmd v4iy, would you gratify my iai« 
pertinent curiofity, only to make me mi^sr** 
able ? — To give me melancholy and morttfy- 
iBg ideas of that Ufe m which my in iajia 
falkai 

• YsT, fordy, TiflBODWiut, the fwc<^^ 
fediotis c^ 9Eii£volEf^clt win Hot wear 
away with yottth.-4f the commerce idF the? 
world doth »ot cbrrop^ the heait, foi^ly, 1$ 
will fliH have room for fo delightful a gueft.-^^ 
I declare, that without one womanifh fear, 
I would part with my betng, rather than hold 
It on any other terms. 



)ld' 



But vfksit fop^flootis fiun do I tiitdrr 
tain? This ckoadftil flilpyndck cah cidj 
happen oa the temp^uoos oceto of 0kt 
world-HRy bark, I am ditermioed, fluU aot 
be e^pofed t^ fuch ram.-^SafdyihaU^t fi««r 
.. » iuto 



into fome quiet harbour^ and reft fecure froU 
ftorms and tempefis. 

Seriously and plainly, my friend, yoof 
have given me fuch ideas of mixing with the 
world, and of the inconveniences which at- 
tend it» that I, who can boaft no fnperior 
fortitude, conclude, it muft be my happine&; 
to live in folitary obfcurity. — There I can cm- . 
brace your ^ood prelate's predept, and live 
agreeably to nature. — There I fhall be free . 
from the impertinence of Folly, and the cen- 
forioufnefs of Envy. — My precious hours will 
not be {acrificed to triflers; I (hall employ 
them in ftudies worthy of a rational creature. 

O Theodosius ! for thofe delightful mo- 
ments that {hall glide away on the halcyon- 
wings of Peace and Tranquillity 1— -for thofe 
dear uninterrupted days of letters and leifure^' 
when the mind may riot ia intelleSual feAi- 

«tyi 
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vity ; and free from every low, every vulgar 
and debadng care, n»ay acquire that dignity 
and knowledge, which fliall properly recom- 
mend it to fome higher ftate of exiftence ! 

What luxury is in the thought ! even now 
I anticipate the happinefs I defcribe. — Fvea 
now, in imagination, I enjoy thofe eafy plea- 
fures, that independence of mind and body, 
which folitude and liberty muft afford. — I 
look back on Theodosius bufiling in the 
world, pity him, pray for him, and tremble 
for his virtue. 

Adieu! Adieu I 

CoNSTANTIA. 



L^T-^ 
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LETTER XVT. 



ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 



'* tr -^J^^ *y dfeatn, dear and amhblc 
12j Enthafiafl ! Enjoy thy vifionary 

fccne ! To ronze thee from thofe delightfal 

reveries, ro break thofe fancy-favonred flura- 

bers, would be cruel, if not impious/' — Such, 

itnd fo exprelTed were my fentiments, on per- 

lifing your laft dear letter.— But Tendernefs 

muft give place to Truth j — at lead in a cir- 

cumftance; fo important, as that of laying 

down a plan of life. 

There is fcarcc any thing in which the 
mind is fo apt to miftake it's true intcreft, as 
in projefts of future happincfs. — It is impof- 
fible to know how we Ihall bear thofe ffa* 
tions, or circumftances, which we have only 
7 • coivum plated 
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coBtemplated at aa unaffcfting drftance 5 and 
yet^ with an alTuraQce that does more boDour 
to our courage, than our difcretion, we vea«» 
ture to conclude,, ihat thofe appolntmeots* 
or fchemes of life to which we arc perfeftly 
ftrangers, would infallibly complete our 
felicity. * ' * : 

In the niean time, we never c^efider, that 
new ftations, and apftoiB^memts to whrfch wo 
have not been accuflomed, muft nccefiarily 
take us out of our ufual train of fentiments, 
aftlofrs, and anentions. This^, however, 
will make us uneafy; for change is always 
an e?il, arid we never feel h Riore feniiWyj 
than in the manner and oeconomy of 
fife. 

With refpeft to your fchemcof Rving fe-i 
eluded from the world, I ftiould ha^e eon- 
denf>ned it with the ftiort ceafure of ^ ftmles 

K 2 had 
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&ad I net paid fo much deference to your 
Reafon and Judgnunt^ as to conclude, that 
thofe ought to be appealed to on every argu- 
ment that might relate to your fentiments 
and refolution?. 

Will my beautiful friend forgive mc^ 
then, if I fuppofe that Judgment to have been 
bribed by enthufiafm, when (he concluded 
that, by living alone, (he (hoold live agree-^ 
sbiy ta nature f 

I AM fenfible, Madam, that by this you 
meant no more than, that fuch a mode of 
life would exempt you from thofe e^ctemal 
temptatioosy thofe idle luxuries and follies^ 
which are apt to make us deviate from the 
jKtths of Truth and Simplicity. — But did yoQ 
confider, that to Kve alone^ h to live contrary 
to nature?-— A fiate of (blitttde> is not the 
natural (late of man-— The arguments I 

(houM 
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Ihould make ufe of to prove this are old and 
obviOus.-^That I may be lefs unentertainiog^ 
therefore, while I mean to fet before you the 
kiconveaiencies attending ypur fcheme of life, 
I will give you a fliort account of a lady of 
my own family, who formed the fame refolu** 
tions, and put them in practice. 

Thus her ftory is related in a manufcript, 
iUU prcferved among the family- papers. 

EuDociA, an only daughter, wa^ bred up 
under the aufpices of Altheria, a lady 
equally difiinguifhed by her piety as a chri- 
Aian, and her afFeflion as a parent. The 
temper and genius of the daughter were 
naturally warm and fufceptible : The offices 

and duties of religion had habitually infpired 
her with fuch a zealous and fervent devotiony 
that {he feemed to have no bappinefs, that 

K 3 did 
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aid hot flow from thofe exercHes and W^'* 
lioQS which religloQ required. 

Her knowledge of books was little, <tf 

hnman nature lefs. She had, notwithftaml** 
log, conceived an infinite contempt for that; 
world, to which (be was utterly a Uranger^ 

a 

and concluded, that to enter into the interefts 
and engagements of fociety, would be a vo- 
luntary facrifice to Vice and Folly. 

EuoociA was in natural good Ccnfe^ benu* 
ty, and a fwectnefs of difpefition, equalled 
by few women of her tiroe.-^Thefe qualities 
engaged the affeftions of Alphenor, a 

gentleman whofe genius and penetration 
gave him a kind of intuiiiye knowledge of 
' the human heart. 

He concluded, that every attempt to intro- 
duce EuDOciA to the world, or to eftablifh 

the 



the focial life ia her good opiBion' would be 
vaia. He knew that it would be fruitlftfs td 
argue with her oa the pleafurcs (he had 
never known, and the iniferies 'flke h^d never 
experienced.— He, therefore, did not expa- 
tiate, either on The advantages of fociety, or 
the ibconveniencies of folitude ; for fuch had 
been the condition of Eudocia's life, that, 
as yet, (he was, in a great mcafure, a ftrangcr 
to both. 

Upon the degth .gf lier parents, v?hlch 
happened before fixe had attained her twenty- 
fifth yearj her fortune and manner of life 

were at her own difpofal.— She now deter- 
mined to put in execution a fcheme whkb fhe 
had long meditated.— It was to retire, but not 
into a conyeat. A fj^rit ojf liberty, had al- 
ways fayed her frpoi that facrjfice, however 
induftrioufly follicited by the emiflaries of 

K4 the 



[ »3<i ] 

the churchy or*^ encouraged by felfiOi re- 
lations. 

She was poflefTed of an eAate, fituated ia 
a very retired part of the province of Com^ 
pignf ; and there it was that fhe had deter- 
mined to live fequeftred from the worlds 
with no other fociety than an aged confeflbr^ 
and neceflary domefiics.-— Of the laft (he 
made a very few, and thofe females^ fuf-* 

ficient« 

At this crifis it might have been expeftedf 
that Alphenor would have ufed his utmoft 
ftddrefs to difTuade her from her purpofe.— 
By no means.— -On the contrary, he encouraged 
her in her refolution, applauded the piety of 
her purpofe, and expatiated on the happinefs 
of folitary fanAity. He aflumed not the 
leaA of the lover's charaAer, but that of the 
religious friend. 

By 
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Bt this means he gained one point, which 
he had ufed all his induflry, all his art to 
obtain. — He had Eudgcia's permiflion to 
pay her one vifit at the end of three months 
after her retirement ; a favour which was al-^ 
lowed to none befide, either of her friends, 
or acquaintance, and which Alphenor him- 
felf, though through the mediation of reli- 
gion, had fcarce addrefs fuffident to obtain. 

EuDOCiA retired. — She approached the 
confines of her eftate with raptures, and 
paid a kind of idolatrous worfhip to the 
venerable groves that furrounded her ha* 
bitation. 



«c 



Hail, (he cried, ye innocent and happy 
** forefters ! ye fhall at once be the wicnefTes 
** and the guardians of my repofe.— Enjoy 
•*your Tcgeiablc exiftence, fccure from the 

•< crucUict 
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V cruelties and the ravages of man !— ^I have 
•* fled from the evils of fociety, %o enjoy 
^' peace and innocence with you— my uJotde- 
"** figiaiog friends ! my blamelcfs companions ! 
^^oftea AaU I a/Tociate with you, and re- 
'* pofe under the kind protedion of your 
^fiude-*' 

With the Cune kind of cnthufiaflic plea- 
fore fhe walked through the feveral ap- 
pajtn^enxs of her houfci confecrating c^cb 
^iih a kind of petitionary ejaculation. 

For the firft week of her retirement, 

• r 

fiie/ound fufficient employment in the oeco- 
Bomy of her family, and the diftribution 
of their feveral offices to her domeftics. — 
The fecond flie devoted wholly to reli- 
gJoas exercifes and the raptures of devo- 
tioBt 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE been interrupted, and you will not 
at prefent, be troubled with any further ac- 
count of my pious anceflor. 

Adieu I 

Theodosius, 



LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 

ThEODOSXUS to CONSTANTIA. 

* * * BUT whatever is rapturcxis can- 
not laft loog : Thofe exercifes that lift the 
mind above it's ufual pitch, if too frequently, 
or too long indulged, will at length, either 
totally dedroy it, or deprive it of that fobriety, 
which is neceflary for the prefervation of it*$ 
due poife. 

Nature fecms, in kindnefs, to have 
guarded us againft the inconveniences that 

might arife from hence, by fhortening the in- 
fluence of joy, by inclining us to variety, and 
by giving the property, either of indifference, 
or difgufl to every objeA, that has been too 
long) or too afCduouHy purfued^ with what- 
ever 
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ever avidity it might have been embraced at 
firft. 

That little fociety to which Eudocia 
had hitherto been accuftomed, was a neceflary 
relief from the affiduities of religious ftudiet 
and exercifes ; and, far from being any pre* 
judlce, was In reality, favourable to the inter- 
cfts of religion, — It is certain, however, that 
file was of a differeqt opinion^ npon her firft 
feclufion from the woFt^; but many weeks had 
not pafled, before fhe felt the inconveniences of 
her miftake, if (hp was iniwilling to perceive 
the miftake itfelf*^ 

The exercifes of devotion, by being too fre- 
quently repeated, became languid and unaf- 
feeing: Her mind, having been accuAomed 
to communication, (hrunk under the weight 
•f it's own fentiments ^ and every fucceeding 
^ day 
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^ay approached lefs welcome^ and more feared 
than the former. 

What (hoald (he do ? Should (he return 
to that world (he had forfaken and defpHed } 
But, a fenfe of (hame and pride rofe in op- 
pofition to that thoughti and (Irangled it in 
it^s birth. 

In this dUTatisfied and deje£led (late^ (lie 
recoUefled the appointment of Alph£kor's 
vifit — with joy (he recollcfled it, and re- 
memberedy wich a hlu(h, the difficulties (ho 
bad darted againfl iu 

*' How, faid (he, (hall I conceal that plea- 
** fure, which I cannot but feel at the fight 
«« of Alphenor ? If I exprefs my real fenti- 
*' mcnts, he will have reafon to think his pre- 
" fence of fome confequence to my happi- 
*« nefs) and' if I receive his vifit with an in- 

*^ difference. 
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** difTcrence equal to that with which I f€- 
«« ceived the* propofal of it, I fliall do vio-* 
** lence to that candour aad fincerity of hear^ 
** which cannot bear even the (hadow of dtf- 
** fimulatioa.^In the former cafe, I fhould 
*' appear a weak and undeady creature to 
*' Alphenor. — In the latter, I fliouid bc- 
** come infuppor table to myfelf." 

• 

While (he was thus meditating, in whaC 
manner (he fhould receive her friend, the 
time appointed for his vifit was at haad.— * 
But Alphenor did not appear— mailer of 
every key to the human heart, he knew that 
if, by dehying his vifit to Eudocia, he gave 
It the appearance of uncertainty, that un- 
certainty would probably create an anxiety 
on her part, which might not be unfavour- 
atle to bis defign. 
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This had the defircd cfFeft: Day after 
day pafTed away in the fame fojitary langaor, 
and EuDociA concluded, that the many ob-» 
jefiions (he had made to Alphekor's viflt, 
had determined him at laft, to think of it no 
more.— This reflection made her miferable, 
and flie now wi(hed for nothing fo ardently, 
as that the prefence of her friend would 
prove tho(e apprehenfioils vain. 

At length he came* — A tear fell from the 
eye of Eudocia, when fiie received him; 
he obferved it, and knew that he had now 
nothing more to do, than to reconcile her to 
herfelf, and to enable her to acknowledge her 
miftake without (hame, or confufion. 

Those wants that invention or eloquence 
could fupply never diftrefled bim long. 

^* I HOPSf 
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« I HOPE, Madam," faid he, " that a life 
<< of folitude has been more cdmfortaUe t6 
" you than it has been to mc.*' — ^^ Hw,;* 
cried Eudocia, *' has Alphenor been a 
«« Solitaire V* 

^< Such, Madam, I have l)een ^ver fince I 

*^ loft the happinefs of Eudocia's converfa« 
** tion. — ^It was always my ambition to imitate 
** her. — Shall (he, faid I, (hall a woftian have 
*^ fortitude to for fake the world, and itArk 
^< to folitude, to pra^ife the fubllme duties dt 
<< religion ; and (hall I not profit by the ex« 
•* ample of that virtue I cannot but praife ?~ 
*< fiut alas! Madaoi ! alas ! Eudocia! fiiall 
•* I confefs to you—-'* 

■ 

** What would Alphenor confefs f 
*' Either the miferies and the inconveniences 
*' of abfoluie folitude muft be very great, or 
** I muft have an uncommon and difgraceful 

L " wcaknefs 
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<< weaknefs of mind ; for the time I have thus 
c< devoted, I have not fpeot ia happioefs, 

*< bat io languor and difcontent."* 
* 

EuoociA (hed another tear. 

<^ How kind, faid Alphenor, thus to pity 
<* the unhappinefs of your friend V* 

*« I CANNOT, replied Eudocia, accept of 
** a compliment I do not deferve. The tear 
« you obferved had fomething felfiifh in it.-^ 
*< ALPHfNOR can have no weaknefs, that is 
*' not the weaknefs of human nature ; and, 
<^ could it be any fatisfa£lion to him to know, 
*^ that his friend has been as miferable in X 

'< ftate of folitude as himfelf, his own inge- 
<^ nuous confefEon might countenance her 
f* in acknowledging it." 

For 
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For a womaa of my Const A^^'rxA*s pe- 
netration^ it would be needlefs to tranfcribe 
any more of the above narrative ; and it wiU 
be fufficient to inform her, that from the 
union of Alphenor and Eudocia, ia a 
diftant defcent) came 

Theodosiuk 
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LETTER XtJlI. 

CoNSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

OH ! TiModofias !--- my goide !~ my 
friend i^mj inAniftor ! alas !«^no 

The tear fwims in my eye— my heart fwells; 
aod my hand trembles while I tell you, that 
you arc — baniflicd for ever from this place, 
and that I am forbidden to fee you, or hear 
from you more* 

What, what fliall I do? nothing ever 
can repair this cruel lofs— the lofs of a wife, 
a learned, and a virtuous friend 1 What has 
the world of equal worth ? — Deprived, for 
ever deprived of that prcfence, which enliven- 
8 ed 
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«d with iovarkble cfaearfiilaefs and icnfibi* 
liry !^of that converfatioa which never failed 
to make the mind richer, the heart happier— 
and (O cruel exteniion of refentment !} of 
that precious, that iaftru£live correfpondence, 
which, as it afibrded me the beft means of 
cultivating and improving my mind, ought to 
have been confldered with gratitude by the 
very perfon who has forbidden iu 

But of whom, or of what do I prefume to 
complain ? Duty reftrains the remonftrances 
of grief, and the expofiulations of forrow.-— 
You are not now ignorant, that the quarrel 
you dreaded, has actually happened, with the 
blttereft recriminations. 

Then, farewell, my beft, and moft valu- 
able friend I — for ever to be remembered !— 
for ever tp be regretted !— Accept of all I 

caa 



f »5o ] 
can return for your invariable, your inda- 
ftrious kiadnefs ! — Moft refpefted of men !— • 
inoft elleemed of friends ! — Accept the gra- 
titude of a tear^ and think of 

CONSTANTIA* 



LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 



To Theodosius. 



> ^ 



From an unknowa Hand. 

■ 

T[E writer of this letter is not a ftran- 
ger to the mutual regard of Theo* 
posius and Constantia. — From furc au- 
thority he knows, that the hand of that lady 
is, by the appointment of her father, in which, 
it feems, (he has acquiefced, within two days 
to be given to another. Theodosius will 
make what ufe he thinks proper of this infor- 
mation, and conclude that he receives it 
(ram 

A Friend. 



r >S2 J 

LETTER XX ». 
Theodosius to Const ANTiA« 

THE thought of my Constantia^ 
whkh has for (omc dme been my only 

happinefSf is now become a greater torment 
to me than lam able to bear.-— Moft I tbeft 
]isc to (ee you another's ?— Death is in the 
thought ; and^ indeed, life itfelf is now be* 
cOBie a burthen to 0e.-»May yon long be 
happy ioltjie world, but forget that there w^i 
ever fnch a^it^n in it as 

Theodosius^ . 

• This letter, vhich, with fomc Kttlc Yanatidns, it re- 
corded by the ^pe6btor, N*. 164, concludes the Correfpod- 
dence of Theodosius and CoNSTANTi A, from their firft 
acquaintance to the departure oTTkiodosivs. 



The L1JI>. 



